Štátne skúšky z anglického jazyka a literatúry – bakalárske štúdium – TEZY 2007/2008

A. Anglický jazyk a  jazykoveda (Všeobecná jazykoveda, lexikológia, fonetika/fonológia, morfológia, syntax)

1. What is language. The main features of language. 

2. Historical development of English (Protogermanic period, Old English, Middle English, Early modern period)

3. Language types (areal, genetic and typological classifications)

4. Linguistic signs and their relations (Unilateral and bilateral theories. The Geneva school of linguistics. Structural relations).

5. Language study and linguistic theories (genetic; analytic; functional and structuralist approaches).
6. The main characteristic features of present day English.

7. Phonetics and phonology - basic units. Transcription.

8. Physiological and acoustic aspects of speech.

9. English vowels (monophthongs, diphthongs). Basic differences between English and Slovak.

10. English consonants. Basic differences between English and Slovak consonants.

11. Combination of sounds and their problems. Assimilation, elision, linking. Basic differences between English and Slovak.

12. English stress and rhythm, strong and weak forms. Basic differences between English and Slovak.

13. The forms and functions of English intonation. Basic differences between English and Slovak.

14. Language units (morphemes, words, phrases, clauses, sentences, etc.)

15. Classification of English nouns, gender.

16. English nouns: number.

17. English nouns: case.

18. System of English determiners and pronouns

19. English nouns: definiteness (specific, generic, unique reference).

20. English adjectives and adjective phrases.

21. English verbs and verb phrases (classification, finiteness, semantic and syntactic characteristics)

22. English primary and modal auxiliary verbs.

23. English verbs: tense and aspect.

24. English verbs: voice and mood.

25. The sentence, classification, clause types, clause elements, coordination.

26. Concord and negation in English sentences.

27. The complex sentence, classification of subordinate (dependent) clauses, subordinators.

28. Word order in English. Variations on word order in English.

1. What is language. The main features of language

Communication can be:

a) verbal - human communication, speaking, using linguistics forms, produced by articular organs

b) non-verbal - body language, eye contact, facial expressions. 

→ communication
- transfer of intonation from one system to another on the basis of some physical embodiment

	S1
	message
	S2
	

	speaker
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Fig. 3. A sine wave. T = one cycle, a = amplitude.




	listener
	              - phonic structure

	   writer
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Fig. 4. Three simple sine waves of different frequencies (the upper row) combined into a
single complex periodic wave (the lower row). (Speech Analyser 1.5, SIL)




	reader
	              -  graphic structure



channel of communication – connection, when tool is language

                  ( direct


( verbal

                  ( indirect


( non-verbal

Language is a system of visual, auditory, or tactile symbols of communication and the rules used to manipulate them.

Human language is a system of symbols used for communication and cognitions.

Language is a dynamic, versatile, flexible system, it is different other kind of communication. 

= hierarchically structured, dynamic, open system

= a tool of communication

= goal-oriented, hierarchically organized, mono-stereotyped behaviour

Human language has a very difficult vocabulary. There are 400 languages having standardized form and 20000 with all the dialects. Every one human being uses IDIOLECT = individual human way to speak.

The scientific study that deals with human language is linguistics.

A linguistic community is a heterogeneous community using any given language.

Linguistics is scientific study of human language communication.

General (or theoretical) linguistics consists of a number of sub-fields, such as the study of language structure (grammar) and meaning (semantics). The study of grammar encompasses morphology (formation and alteration of words) and syntax (the rules that determine the way words combine into phrases and sentences). Also part of this field are phonology, the study of sound systems and abstract sound units, and phonetics, which is concerned with the actual properties of speech sounds (phones), non-speech sounds, and how they are produced and perceived.

LANGUAGE
→ articulated = structured

- structure is hierarchical, formed with units where the lower unit is contained in higher unit


- morpheme → word → phrase → clause → sentence → paragraph → text

→ system

- organized and structured whole consisting of organized elements:



1. reciprocally exclusive (a/the)



2. reciprocally defining (this-that)


- can be : OPEN – indefinite number of elements (N, V, Adj)



   CLOSED – definite number of elements (articles, tenses)

→ sign

- a combination of concept and acoustic/written image


- arbitrary, abstract, general


= conventional character


- symbol – a kind of sign carrying 2 or more information directly or indirectly


- icon – picture, photograph, representing an idea

  semiotic triangle
                          concept   

                you have to imagine it
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Fig. 5. A section of the oscillogram of the sound / s /. The waveform is irregular. (Speech

Analyser 1.5, SIL)

Fig. 5 shows a section of the sound / s /. As one can see, there is no recurring
pattern, no regular structure.






class - symbol           object - referent 
             word                          phoneme                     

Main features of language

One of basic characteristics of human beings is their ability to communicate. This process is carried out by means of language. Although communication as such is common to human and animals there are some basic differences This are the FEATURES OF LANGUAGE = PROPERTIES OF LANGUAGE.

1. Arbitrariness 
- it is the link to conventionality

- it is about the extra-linguistic reality

- there is no direct connection between the entities and their names

- there is no direct link between the symbol and the phenomena

- no real connection between objective reality and the names of the things 

- the name of the subject is obligatory

- in most languages we have different names for nominate an object

Just in ONOMATOPOEIC = NON-ARBITRARY. there is a relationship between the phoneme and the onomatopoeic, they are non-arbitrary or partially arbitrary, they imitate natural sounds. 

2. Duality
- there are 2 levels of structure:

a) elements - they are meaningless, abstract

                    - these are phonemes = they are abstract (P, I, T)  / the sound is concrete on the other side

b) units - they are meaningful, they have a distinctive function

              - these are words = the phonemes together build a word (PIT / PET)

Human are able to create a very large number of words out of a limited number of phonemes

3. Discreetness
- there is a strict exactness, definiteness, separation - there is just on meaning

- in speech I can differently realize the context meaning but the word is discreet
- it is important if we say PIT or PET

4. Displacement 
- the ability to speak about things or events remote in time or space 

- humans are able to think and speak about the past, the present and the future

- human language is abstract - we can imagine even a non-existing object & we can talk about feelings (love)   

Animals can’t think abstract, they are just in and about the present, what they need to stay alive.

5. Productivity
- the ability to form new words and sentences

- the capacity for the free appropriate & creative use of language and as an expression of thought 

- the function of the language system like a puzzle, we can combine words into phrases, clauses, sentences, texts

- e.g. “the president” are 2 words but lexical it is just 1 phrasal

6. Cultural transmission 

- language is not hereditary; it is a matter of cultural transmission 

- the culture and the language are transmitted to an individual 

- one generation teaches language to another ( a L. system of a L. community is learned from one to another

7. Reflexiveness 
-  the ability to talk about language itself 

8. Prevarication 
- the ability to tell a lie or to talk nonsense 

Basic functions of language

(1) referential (ideational) 

- it is a macro function of language 

- by means of this function, we construct our experience of the world around or inside us (our psychic world)

- we refer to extralingual reality (people, objects, ideas)

(2) expressive (emotive) - we express our emotional attitudes, feelings

(3) regulatory (instrumental, interpersonal) - we regulate people, try to control them, warn, order, request

(4) heuristic - we seek information, explore reality, put questions (WH- words)

(5) interactional (phatic) - we open social contacts or close down the channel of communication

                                   - includes also non-verbal (body language)

(6) cognitive - we realize thought processes (comparisons, hypothesis…)

(7) metalingual - L we use to talk about language

(8) aesthetic - use of L for its own sake, pleasure, aesthetic meaning (poetry, prose, fiction)

(9) ceremonial - L for religious purposes, specific occasions (wedding, gratulations, funerals…)

Approaches of study of language - SAUSSURE & CHOMSKY
- several linguists dealt with the language and with it’s development ( several discussions concerning it’s origin

- the process went from the protolanguage to language consisting long chains  

Ferdinand Saussure (French)

· sociologist

· for him the language system exists only with a social system

· language system is just a manual ( we can just use it

· he separates language in parts:

a) langue - abstract idealised system that functions only with society = language system
b) parole - concrete realization of language system, concrete everyday use = speech
Noam Chomsky

· psychologist

· for him language MAY exists with the society

· he deals with the individual knowledge

· he says that we are born with a predisposition to learn language, with some kind of inner grammar

· we learn what is around us, where we are born in

a) competence - language knowledge by an individual = ability to speak
b) performance - use of this competence in individual speak = the act of speaking              

1. Language and linguistics

Language

System of signs used for communication (human, animal, math, computer)

Language is a system of visual, auditory, or tactile symbols of communication and the rules used to manipulate them.

Linguistics is scientific study of human language communication.

General (or theoretical) linguistics consists of a number of sub-fields, such as the study of language structure (grammar) and meaning (semantics). The study of grammar encompasses morphology (formation and alteration of words) and syntax (the rules that determine the way words combine into phrases and sentences). Also part of this field are phonology, the study of sound systems and abstract sound units, and phonetics, which is concerned with the actual properties of speech sounds (phones), non-speech sounds, and how they are produced and perceived.

Language is classified:

Verbal – ordinary expressive words, phrases, sentences

Non-verbal – expressions, facial mimics, gestures, body language, body gestures, eye contact, eye gaze or eye shifting, etc.

4000 languages (standardised forms – in dictionaries)/ somebody talks about 20 000 languages + geography dialects

Language can be studied as – language as such (in general)

a philosophical phenomenon

There are 2 approaches of study of language:

a) Ferdinand Saussure

b) Noam Chomsky

Ferdinand Saussure divided language into: 

La langue

La parole

· Founder of modern linguistics

· Actual realization of the language system is speech – la parole – use of this system in speech

· La parole

· actual behaviour of individual language user (speech/ speaking/ language in use),

· it refers to the concrete act of speaking, writing, sign language in particular situation (concrete use of language)

· La langue – generalize, abstract language system of signs

· He is a sociologist because of his view on the language - Language is a social phenomenon – it exists perfectly only within the community

Noam Chomsky divided language into:

Competence

Performance

· Competence

· individual’s knowledge of language

· it is the knowledge of the system and rules, which means approximately the same as la langue, but the competence is on higher level of abstraction

· Performance

· use of this knowledge in speech – concrete individual’s language behaviour

· it is the actual use of the rules in speaking, with errors, memory limitations etc.

· Language is a psychological phenomenon – he is a psychologist

Each individual own way of speaking is called idiolects
Basic properties of language

Language is:

· Flexible

· Versatile

· Dynamic

ARBITRARINNESS (nesúvislosť, nezávislosť)

· There is no direct link between object, process or state of extralinguistic reality (e.g. dog, walk, pretty) and what it represents (the sound sequence denoting that object)

· no link between linguistic sign and its meaning – it refers to what is coined as a matter of convention, it means that the names of the objects, states and processes were created by humans arbitrarily – e.g. the word “dog” doesn’t look like the animal that it represents

· e.g.: table – furniture – concrete entity

Onomatopoeic = non-arbitrary (zvukomalebné slová)

· They are phonetically motivated - Sound form motivates the creation of the new word (motivované zvukovou stránkou javu, opierame sa o zvukový charakter javu) – e.g. to bark, oink, cock-a-doodle-doo - Sounds of animals; splash, ding-dong

· Represents the character of the extralinguistics phenomenon

· Sort of imitation of the natural sounds – tries to imitate extralinguistic signs

· The sound form of these words actually resembles the real sounds

· It is not perfect - Sound different in different languages- each language has its own onomatopoeic words – so it remains a conventionalised link

DUALITY

Human communication is based on 2 levels:

1. Elements

· ordinary sounds

· set of distinct sounds of language – phonemes

· most of phonemes are meaningless in isolation, but when we combine them in specific ways, we build meaningful units

2. Units = words

· meaningful

· Meaningless letters P E N form into larger linguistic levels – meaningful word “pen”

· Meaningless letters (Elements) have distinctive feature (function) – when they are replaced, they change the meaning (create a new word)

e.g. P E N

T E N

· Duality provides language with enormous productive power – a relatively small number of elements at one level can enter into thousands of different combinations to form units of meaning at the other level

DISCREETNESS

· discreet (oddeliteľné) = jednoznačnosť, striktná vydeliteľnosť

· every language consists of certain limited number of discrete sounds – phonemes

· these discrete elements are grouped in a certain way to build higher units – words, which have their specific meaning

· if we change one phoneme for another in a particular word, we may change the meaning of the word – this difference in meaning is due to difference between the phonemes

· thus, the discrete, but (mostly) meaningless, elements of language (phonemes) can bring about a change in the meaning of meaningful units of language (words) – this is called discreetness – so sounds used to produce language are distinct from one another (in our minds)

· e.g. PIT – PET

BACK – PACK

PRODUCTIVITY

· On the bases of the limited sounds (units/phonemes) – we can produce an unlimited number of words

· e.g. /P/ /E/ /N/

· it is the ability to create new words in language, and also to form new sentences, (possibly) ones that have never been formed before

· Phonemes are combined into the sentences

Elements (phonemes) – words (units) – sentences – text

Linguistic forms are words, phrases, clauses, sentences, text

DISPLACEMENT

· Also proper only to human language (is unique)

· Animals don’t refer to removed places, time, abstract things – our communication needn’t be always linked with present time (talk about tomorrow, love…)

· So humans are capable of referring to past, present, and future alike – this is called displacement

CULTURAL TRANSMISSION

· Language passes from generation to another

· LAD (= Language acquisition device) – we are born with predisposition to acquire language easily

· each language must be learnt by a child

· child learns language from his parents – we must live in language community – children brought up in isolation do not acquire language

· the language is not hereditary – it is matter of cultural transmission – the culture and the language are transmitted to an individual from his/her community

Communicative competence is a linguistic term which refers to a second language learner's ability. It not only refers to a learner's ability to apply and use grammatical rules, but also to form correct utterances, and know how to use these utterances appropriately. 

Noam Chomsky distinguishes competence, the knowledge that native speakers have of their language as a system of abstract formal reactions and performance, their actual behavior. Performance is particular, variable, and dependent on circumstances. It may offer evidence of competence, but it is circumstantial evidence and not to be relied on. What we know cannot be equated with what we do. Performance, then, becomes particular instances of behavior which result from the exercise of ability and are not simply the reflexes of knowledge.

The term “communicative competence” was coined by Dell Hymes in 1966, reacting against the perceived inadequacy of Noam Chomsky's (1965) distinction between competence and performance. Chomsky's view of linguistic competence, however, was not intended to inform pedagogy, but serve as part of developing a theory of the linguistic system itself, idealized as the abstract language knowledge of the monolingual adult native speaker, and distinct from how they happen to use and experience language. Hymes, rather than Chomsky, had developed a theory of education and learning.

Canale and Swain (1980) defined communicative competence in terms of four components:

1. linguistic competence: words and rules 

2. sociolinguistic competence: appropriateness 

3. discourse competence: cohesion and coherence 

4. strategic competence: appropriate use of communication strategies 

Canale and Swain's definition has become canonical in applied linguistics.

Through the influence of communicative language teaching, it has become widely accepted that communicative competence should be the goal of language education, central to good classroom practice (e.g. Savignon 1998). This is in contrast to previous views in which grammatical competence was commonly given top priority. The understanding of communicative competence has been influenced by the field of pragmatics and the philosophy of language concerning speech acts as described in large part by John Searle and J.L. Austin.

Language teaching in the United States is based on the idea that the goal of language acquisition is communicative competence: the ability to use the language correctly and appropriately to accomplish communication goals. The desired outcome of the language learning process is the ability to communicate competently, not the ability to use the language exactly as a native speaker does.

Communicative competence is made up of four competence areas: 

· linguistic
· sociolinguistic
· discourse
· strategic
Linguistic competence is: knowing how to use the grammar, syntax, and vocabulary of a language. Linguistic competence asks: What words do I use? How do I put them into phrases and sentences? 
Sociolinguistic competence is: knowing how to use and respond to language appropriately, given the setting, the topic, and the relationships among the people communicating. Sociolinguistic competence asks: Which words and phrases fit this setting and this topic? How can I express a specific attitude (courtesy, authority, friendliness, respect) when I need to? How do I know what attitude another person is expressing? 

Discourse competence is: knowing how to interpret a series of sentences and utterances in order to perform a meaningful whole and to achieve coherent texts that are relevant to a given context. Discourse competence asks: How are words, phrases and sentences put together to create conversations, speeches, email messages, newspaper articles? 

Strategic competence is: knowing how to recognize and repair communication breakdowns, how to work around gaps in one’s knowledge of the language, and how to learn more about the language and in the context. Strategic competence asks: How do I know when I’ve misunderstood or when someone has misunderstood me? What do I say then? How can I express my ideas if I don’t know the name of something or the right verb form to use? 

In the early stages of language learning, instructors and students may want to keep in mind the goal of communicative efficiency: That learners should be able to make themselves understood, using their current proficiency to the fullest. They should try to avoid confusion in the message (due to faulty pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary); to avoid offending communication partners (due to socially inappropriate style); and to use strategies for recognizing and managing communication breakdowns.

2. Historical development of English

3 periods:
1. Old English – 7-11ct.
2. Middle English – 1100-1500

3. Modern English – 1500-

Celtic language was the first spoken language

Many other languages were brought by invaders

Proto-Germanic Language

Proto-Germanic, or Common Germanic, is the hypothetical common ancestor (proto-language) of all the Germanic languages such as modern English, Dutch, German, Danish, Norwegian, Icelandic and Swedish.

The Proto-Germanic language is not directly attested by any surviving texts but has been reconstructed using the comparative method. However, a few surviving inscriptions in a runic script from Scandinavia dated to c. 200 are thought to represent a stage of Proto-Norse or Late Common Germanic immediately following the "Proto-Germanic" stage.

In historical linguistics, Proto-Germanic is a node in the tree model; that is, if the descent of languages can be compared to a biological family tree, Proto-Germanic appears as a point, or node, from which all the daughter languages branch, and is itself at the end of a branch leading from another node, Proto-Indo-European.

Proto-Germanic must be regarded as a diachronic sequence of sound changes.

Old English

Old English (also called Anglo-Saxon, Englisc by its speakers) is an early form of the English language that was spoken and written in parts of what are now England and southern Scotland between the mid-5th century and the mid-12th century. What survives through writing represents primarily the literary register of Anglo-Saxon. It is a West Germanic language and is closely related to Old Frisian. It also experienced heavy influence from Old Norse, a member of the related North Germanic group of languages.

Vocabulary – man, wife, house, eat…

6-8ct – Anglo-Saxon were converted to Christianity

Latin language started to penetrate to English – e.g. mass, priest, psalm, temple, cheese, wine, and street

8-10ct – Vikings came to the region of today’s Britain and influenced English with Old Norse - Old Norse is the North Germanic language that was spoken by inhabitants of Scandinavia and inhabitants of their overseas settlements during the Viking Age, until about 1300. It evolved from the older Proto-Norse, in the 8th century and evolved into the modern North Germanic languages after the Viking Age

e.g. law, skin, take, ill, both, cut, ugly

the influence of Old Norse on the English language has been profound: responsible for such basic vocabulary items as sky, leg, the pronoun they, the verb form are, and hundreds of other words.

Traditionally, many maintain that the influence of Celtic on English has been small, citing the small number of Celtic loanwords taken into the language. The number of Celtic loanwords is of a lower order than either Latin or Scandinavian.

4 main dialects:

· Northumbrian - Angles

· Mercian - Angles

· Kentish - Jutes

· West-Saxon - Saxons

Each of those dialects was associated with an independent kingdom on the island. Of these, all of Northumbria and most of Mercia were overrun by the Vikings during the 9th century. The portion of Mercia and all of Kent that were successfully defended were then integrated into Wessex.

After the process of unification of the diverse Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in 878 by Alfred the Great, there is a marked decline in the importance of regional dialects. This is not because they stopped existing; regional dialects continued even after that time to this day, as evidenced both by the existence of middle and modern English dialects later on, and by common sense – people do not spontaneously develop new accents when there is a sudden change of political power.

It was syntactic type of language

It was characterized by strong and weak verbs; a dual number for pronouns (for example, a form for we two as well as for we); two different declensions (skloňovanie) of adjectives; four declensions of nouns; and grammatical distinctions of gender.

The most important force in shaping Old English was its Germanic heritage in its vocabulary, sentence structure and grammar which it shared with its sister languages in continental Europe. Some of these features were specific to the West Germanic language family to which Old English belongs, while some other features were inherited from the Proto-Germanic language from which all Germanic languages are believed to have been derived.

Like other West Germanic languages of the period, Old English was fully inflected with five grammatical cases (nominative, accusative, genitive, dative, and instrumental, though the instrumental was very rare), which had dual plural forms for referring to groups of two objects (but only in the personal pronouns) in addition to the usual singular and plural forms. It also assigned gender to all nouns, including those that describe inanimate objects: for example, sēo sunne (the Sun) was feminine, while se mōna (the Moon) was masculine (cf. modern German die Sonne vs. der Mond).

Used 4 cases:

STONE – STAN

STANES - kameňa

STANE - kameňu

STÁN

The inflectional morphemes joined to the stem of the word

Stem can be defined as a part of the word in which grammatical endings are added

BLACK BOARDS – 2 lexical morphemes

Root = stem

Syntactic language changed to analytic – the reason was an articulatory effort – first part of the word was stressed and the ending was neglected – was not pronounced

Grammaticalization – word order had to be grammaticalized

S-V-O

Another feature of Old English was multiple negation – sentence may have had 2 or more negative words

NE SEALDEST OV NOÉFRE AN TICCEN

You have never given me a child

18ct – under the influence of Latin and rationalist view one negative particle on the sentence was more logical and the multiple negation is changed into single negation

A large percentage of the educated and literate population (monks, clerics, etc.) were competent in Latin, which was the scholarly and diplomatic lingua franca of Europe at the time. It is sometimes possible to give approximate dates for the entry of individual Latin words into Old English based on which patterns of linguistic change they have undergone. There were at least three notable periods of Latin influence. The first occurred before the ancestral Saxons left continental Europe for Britain. The second began when the Anglo-Saxons were converted to Christianity and Latin-speaking priests became widespread. The third and largest single transfer of Latin-based words happened after the Norman invasion of 1066, after which an enormous number of Norman words entered the language.

Middle English

Influenced by great events – Norman Conquest – defeat of Anglo-Saxons by Norman French – battle of Hastings – 1066

Norman became the ruling class – French language was introduced – e.g. prison, danger, parliament, defence

By this time the Northumbrian dialect spoken in south east Scotland was developing into the Scots language. The language of England as spoken after this time, up to 1650, is known as Early Modern English.

The change from Old English to Middle English

The Middle English (ME) period lasted from about 1100-1500. Major historical events influenced the language change. In 1066, the Duke of Normandy, the famous William, henceforth called "the Conqueror", sailed across the British Channel. He challenged King Harold of England in the struggle for the English throne. After winning the battle of Hastings where he defeated Harold, William was crowned King of England. A Norman Kingdom was now established. The Anglo-Saxon period was over. 

The Norman invasion naturally had a profound effect on England's institutions and its language. The Norman French spoken by the invaders became the language of England's ruling class. The lower classes, while remaining English-speaking, were influenced nevertheless by the new vocabulary. French became the language of the affairs of government, court, the church, the army and education where the newly adopted French words often substituted their former English counterparts. The linguistic influence of Norman French continued for as long as the Kings ruled both Normandy and England. 

When King John lost Normandy in the years following 1200, the links to the French-speaking community subsided. English then slowly started to gain more weight as a common tongue within England again. A hundred years later, English was again spoken by representatives of all social classes, this new version of the English language being strikingly different, of course, from the Old English used prior to the Norman invasion. The English spoken at this turn of events is called Middle English. About ten thousand French words had been taken over by English during the Middle English period, and most of them have remained in the language until the present day. Aside from the already mentioned new vocabulary pertaining to the affairs of government, court, the church, the army, and education, many words relating to food and fashion were introduced as well. In some fields an original English terminology did not exist. Therefore, many French terms were borrowed. One example is the names of animals and their meat. Whereas the names of the animals remained the same, their meat was renamed according to the Norman custom.

This correlated to the sociological structures: the farmers that raised the animals were predominantly English natives and could afford to keep using their own vocabulary while farming - those serving the meat at the dining room table to the mainly French upper classes had to conform to the French language. 

	ANIMAL
	MEAT

	sheep
	mutton

	cow
	beef

	swine
	pork


The English language also has doublets (dvojtvar) - these are pairs of words that have the same etymology, i.e. the same source, but that differ in meaning because they had been introduced into the English language by two separate languages. The Latin and French influence, for instance, made for many of such word pairs. Latin vocabulary adopted by the Celts directly became a part of English. The same vocabulary was sometimes adopted by the Gauls and introduced to English via Norman French.

	DOUBLETS
	MEANING

	adj.
urban
urbaine
	
(area) having qualities of a large settlement
(person) having a certain sense for culture

	noun
curtsy
courtesy
	
female gesture of respect (bending the knees) 
politeness


As far as grammar is concerned, a reduction of inflections began. The grammatical gender disappeared and inflections merged. As the inflections of the Old English disappeared, the word order of Middle English became increasingly fixed. This change made for a great loss of strong verbs. At a time when English was the language mainly of the lower classes and largely removed from educational or literary domains and influence, it was natural that many speakers applied the pattern of inflecting weak verbs to verbs which were historically strong. This linguistic principle of adopting the pattern of a less common form to a more familiar one is called analogy. The exclusive use of the pattern SVO (subject - verb - object; see the chapter on universals) emerged in the twelfth century and has remained part of English ever since.

By the end of the period the relationship between the elements of the sentence depended basically on word order. As early as 1200 the three or four grammatical case forms of nouns in the singular had been reduced to two, and to denote the plural the noun ending (e)s had been adopted.

Several representatives of the Old English modification of the root vowel in the plural survive also, such as man, men, and foot, feet.

In the early period of Middle English, a number of utilitarian words, such as egg, sky, sister, window, and get, came into the language from Old Norse.

Before 1250 about 900 new words had appeared in English, mainly words, such as baron, noble, and feast, that the Anglo-Saxon lower classes required in their dealings with the Norman-French nobility.

Midland, the dialect of Middle English derived from the Mercian dialect of Old English, became important during the 14th century, when the English counties in which it was spoken developed into centres of university, economic, and courtly life. East Midland, one of the subdivisions of Midland, had by that time become the speech of the entire metropolitan area of the capital, London.

Early modern period

Modern English language had been subdivided into Early Modern English which was used from the fifteenth century, more or less up to end of the seventeenth century, or according to some scholars even in the eighteenth century, and Modern English was used from that time till now.

In the early part of the Modern English period the vocabulary was enlarged by the widespread use of one part of speech for another and by increased borrowings from other languages. The revival of interest in Latin and Greek during the Renaissance brought new words into English from those languages. Other words were introduced by English travellers and merchants after their return from journeys on the Continent. From Italian came cameo, stanza, and violin; from Spanish and Portuguese, alligator, peccadillo, and sombrero. During its development, Modern English borrowed words from more than 50 different languages. The works of William Shakespeare are prime examples of the way in which an accomplished writer could incorporate a wide vocabulary and reflect the expanding geographical and cultural horizons of the Renaissance.

Word stock

During this period there was rather a lot of conscious borrowing of words from other languages in an effort to improve the English language.  The majority of these terms were borrowed from Latin and although some did not survive, many remain with us today e.g. ‘autograph’, ‘disability’, ‘conspicuous’, ‘expensive’, and ‘benefit’.

The Great Vowel Shift

During this period all the long vowels changed their pronunciation to become closer to their modern day pronunciation.  Words containing the high vowels /( and /(/ came to be pronounced with diphthongs while words containing other vowels began to be pronounced with the tongue body higher in the mouth.  Spelling did not however change to reflect these new pronunciations.

In earlier periods of English ‘thou’ was used for second person singular and ‘ye’ for the second person plural. In the eighteenth century the plural/formal form (you) spread into almost all contexts and the singular/intimate form (thou) was lost.  The distinction is still maintained in Quaker populations today but speakers of standard English still have no way of distinguishing singular and plural ‘you’.

Progressive verb forms (e.g. ‘I am working’) become much more common in the seventeenth century.

Concepts of spelling and usage have been influenced to a great extent by printers who first published the literary works and other documents that make up our heritage of the English language.

At the beginning of the seventeenth century there was no true dictionary of the English language to provide writers with a guide to standard usage and spelling. The earliest dictionaries in the seventeenth century were intended to define only difficult and unusual words, not every word in the language. The first book to call itself an English dictionary was a two-part work by Henry Cockeram, published in London in 1623 and entitled The English Dictionarie: or, and Interpreter of hard English Words.

In the late 17th century and during the 18th century, certain important grammatical changes occurred. The formal rules of English grammar were established during that period. The pronoun its came into use, replacing the genitive form his, which was the only form used by the translators of the King James Bible (1611). The progressive tenses developed from the use of the participle as a noun proceeded by the preposition on; the preposition gradually weakened to a and finally disappeared. Thereafter only the simple ing form of the verb remained in use, as in, for example, “The baby is crying.” After the 18th century this process of development culminated in the creation of the progressive passive form, for example, “The job is being done.”

Late Modern English (1800-Present)

The main difference between Early Modern English and Late Modern English is vocabulary. Late Modern English has many more words, arising from two principal factors: firstly, the Industrial Revolution and technology created a need for new words; secondly, the British Empire at its height covered one quarter of the earth's surface, and the English language adopted foreign words from many countries.

In the period of Late Modern English the standard of pronunciation which is aimed at by all the contemporary learners of English as a foreign language, namely Received Pronunciation (RP), emerged. Since that time Received Pronunciation has been a standard for noblemen and upper class of society in Great Britain. However, unlike nowadays in the Late Modern English RP the phoneme <r> was pronounced in all positions.

The most important development begun during this period and continued without interruption throughout the 19th and 20th centuries concerned vocabulary. As a result of colonial expansion, notably in North America but also in other areas of the world, many new words entered the English language. From the indigenous peoples of North America, the words raccoon and wigwam were borrowed; from Peru, llama and quinine; from the West Indies, barbecue and cannibal; from Africa, chimpanzee and zebra; from India, bandanna, curry, and punch; and from Australia, kangaroo and boomerang. In addition, thousands of scientific terms were developed to denote new concepts, discoveries, and inventions. Many of these terms, such as neutron, penicillin, and supersonic, were formed from Greek and Latin roots; others were borrowed from modern languages, as with blitzkrieg from German and sputnik from Russian.

3. Language types (areal, genetic and typological classifications)

Spoken-gestured-signaled communication involves the same process for all humans, and any human language can convey any human thought; nevertheless, the actual languages spoken in the world are numerous, and they differ vastly in their sound systems and grammatical structures.

1) areal (geographical) 
· convergent development

· areal classification is based on the observation of the ways in which neighbouring languages have influenced one another. These languages have borrowed grammar, sounds, and vocabulary from one another. Such regional resemblances, however, do not necessarily indicate either genetic relationship or typological similarity
· interchange vocabulary ( influence each other

· one region group = cluster 
· Czech, Slovak = Slovan
· Swedish, Danish =German

· Finish, Hungarian = Finno-Ugric

· Estonian, Latvia = Baltic

2) genetic 
· based on historical relationship between language that are developed from single parent language 

· belong to language family 

· is a group of languages related by descent from a common ancestor (proto-language)
· in linguistics, genetic relationship is the usual term for the relationship which exists between languages that are members of the same language family. Two languages are considered to be genetically related if one is descended from the other or if both are descended from a common ancestor

· the concept of language families is based on the assumption that over time languages gradually diverge into dialects and then into new languages

· most EU languages belong to Indo-European language 

· the discipline of historical linguistics rests on the notion that almost all of the languages spoken in the world today can be grouped by derivation from common ancestral languages into a relatively small number of families. For example, English is related to other Indo-European languages and more specifically to the Germanic family (West Germanic branch)
3) typological
· based on similarities/differences in lexical, syntactic, chronological, morphological features of the language

According to typological criterion languages are divided into:

Analytic (Chinese, English, French)
· English is analytical language because it is isolated ( It isolates morphemes expressing grammatical categories (tense of the verb, case of the noun, number of noun…)
OKNÁM – 2 grammatical categories

TO WINDOWS – morpheme is isolated from expressing word
· Word order expresses grammatical categories ( If you change word order, you change the meaning
PETER SEES PAUL

PAUL SEES PETER

Synthetic (Slovak, Czech, Polish)
· are inflectional – various morphological categories are represented by suffixes 

· here the grammatical categories make an internal part of the word

· word order is less important

Introflectional (Arabic languages)

· the flection  is in the inner part of the word, in the middle

· grammatical categories are expressed by the change inside the word

KALBUN – singular

KILABUN – plural

Agglutinative (Finnish, Estonian,  Hungarian)

· agglutination is the morphological process of adding affixes to the base of a word

· Morphemes are glued together - most words are formed by joining morphemes together

· An agglutinative language is a form of synthetic language where each affix typically represents one unit of meaning and bound morphemes are expressed by affixes

· Affixes do not become fused with others, and do not change form conditioned by others

· the morphemes are integrated in the word

· they glue together individual morphemes, each of them express an individual gram. category 

ABLAK AK NAK

Basic/ number/ gram.cat. of case

GYEREK EK NEK

Polysynthectic (American-Indian languages, Polynesian)
· They put together several words in order to make one larger word

· Grammatical categories expressed by another meaningful word

· Words are composed of many morphemes

· Incorporation refers to the phenomenon where lexical morphemes (or lexemes) are combined together to form a single word. Not all polysynthetic languages are incorporating, and not all incorporating languages are polysynthetic.

· One word expresses the idea that would be conveyed in an entire sentence in a non-polysynthetic language

ORANG = človek / ORANG-ORANG = ľudia

BEHASA = jazyk / BEHASA BEHASA = jazyky

KINDERGARTEN – Germans have also the tendency to synthesize

Varieties of English

In different English-speaking countries recognizable varieties of English have developed. For example, the English language in Ireland has retained certain individual peculiarities of pronunciation, some of which result from contact with Ireland’s Gaelic language and some of which result from contact with Scots. Scotland has a number of regional dialects and is considered by some linguists to have developed into a separate language.

The English spoken in Australia is notable for its marked diphthongization of vowels, its retention of features from English regional dialect usages, its incorporation of indigenous Australian terms such as wallaby and digeridoo.

American English

An important development of English outside Great Britain occurred with the colonization of North America. American English may be considered to include the English spoken in Canada, although the Canadian variety retains some features of British pronunciation, spelling, and vocabulary. The most distinguishing differences between American English and British English are in pronunciation and vocabulary, although there are slighter differences in grammar, spelling, pitch, and stress as well. American English appears to be both tolerant of newly coined words and conservative in comparison to British English. 

There are a wide variety of American dialects, some of which appear to be diverging markedly from others. In particular, dialects of certain Northern cities seem to be undergoing shifts that are different from those of certain Southern cities. Furthermore, American English has developed rather distinctive ethnic dialects, such as African American Vernacular English and Hispanic American English. The use of ethnic dialects varies from region to region and social group to social group. 

Pidgin English

English also features a number of simplified languages that arose among non-English-speaking peoples. Pidgin English developed as a means of communication between English and non-English-speaking traders. It is spoken in the Melanesian islands, New Guinea, Australia, the Philippines, and Hawaii, and on the Asian shores of the Pacific Ocean. The speakers of Pidgin English developed a simplified structure with a vocabulary formed from a mixture of English, indigenous, and international words. The vocabulary gradually expanded with frequency of contact and the extension of communication requirements. 

Bêche-de-Mer, a pidgin spoken in the southern and western Pacific islands, is predominantly English in structure, although it includes many Polynesian words. Chinook Jargon, used as a lingua franca by the Native Americans, French, and English on the North American Pacific coast, contains English, French, and Native American words; its grammatical structure is based on that of the Chinook language. The use of pidgin is growing in Africa, notably in Cameroon, Sierra Leone, and East Africa. Certain varieties of this sort have developed further, becoming the first language of generations of speakers. These languages are referred to as creoles; examples include Jamaican and Hawaiian Creole.

A Creole is a language descended from a pidgin that has become the native language of a group of people. The majority of Creole languages are based on English, Portuguese, French, Spanish and other languages (their superstrate language), with local or immigrant languages as substrate languages. Pidgins are rudimentary languages improvised by non-native speakers; when pidgins creolize, however, they develop fully-formed and stable grammar structures, usually as a result of the pidgin being natively learned by children (see Nicaraguan Sign Language). In some cases the group of people who speak such a language are called Creoles.

4. Linguistic signs and their relations 

(Unilateral and bilateral theories. Geneva school of linguistics. Structural relations) 

SIGN

· something that represents something else

· Something that conveys meaning, such as an object, token, mark, image, movement, gesture, sound, event, or pattern.
Classification:

Types 
· represent general categories of things 

· abstract and unique
· references to types is not limited to letters, vowels and words, but occur extensively in all branches of linguistics

Tokens 

· represents particular/concrete examples of types

· are concrete particulars, composed of ink, pixels of light (or the suitably circumscribed lack thereof) on a computer screen, electronic strings of dots and dashes, smoke signals, hand signals, sound waves

I have done my homework and I have to leave now.

11 tokens

9 types

General classification of signs - can be divided:

SIGNALS 

– are supposed to be followed by an action or process

Traffic lights – red = stop

      green = move

SYMPTOMS 

– signify some circumstances, some symptoms or state

Smoke indicates fire

Fever indicates illness

SYMBOLS 

– are typical features of the entities or phenomena
anchor = symbol of hope

red = symbol of revolution
– in human language (verbal comm.) the symbols are conventional arbitrary expressive meanings

– symbol in human language are ordinary words symbolising some object or phenomena 

CHARLES PIERCE - American linguist, he divided signs into:
a) symbols

b) indexes (correspond with symptoms)

c) icons)

Pierce added ICONS = ICONIC SIGNS – describe physical properties of entities

Sign form is similar to the signified object. 

Pictures are considered iconic - hieroglyphs, pictures, diagrams.

Iconic signs are in human language onomatopoeic words. They are extremely rare and can be considered iconic because they imitate the character of natural signs.

This category is very abstract - we can express love, peace, freedom. 

Linguistic signs are characterised by conventionality and arbitrariness. 
There is no direct relationship.
These are words, phrases, sentences, morphemes.
Linguistic sign can occur on 2 levels:

Spoken level – primary

Written level – secondary

Best known theories
UNILATERAL 

– we study only the form of the sign

– the sign is represented only by its form

– the meaning is outside

BILATERAL

– the generally accepted theory

– we consider the sign as an object having form and meaning ( bilateral object

– each sign has to have form 

– lexemes are signs that have both form and meaning, so they are bilateral

Charles Pierce – semiotics – is the study of sign processes (semiosis), or signification and communication, signs and symbols, both individually and grouped into sign systems. It includes the study of how meaning is constructed and understood - action, or influence, which is, or involves, a cooperation of three subjects, such as a sign, its object, and its interpretant, this tri-relative influence not being in any way resolvable into actions between pairs

Saussure – semiology – the science or art of signs; the art of using signs in signalling – he proposed a dualistic notion of signs, relating the signifier as the form of the word or phrase uttered, to the signified as the mental concept

Saussure claimed that language is made up of signs, which have little to do with the referent, the actual objects in the world; so each sign consists of:

a) acoustic image = signifiant (signifier)

· = form

· it is psychological trace of sound in our mind

· it reflects itself in the human consciousness/human speech

· it is joined with the concept of the entity/phenomena

· the letters on the page or the sound that bounces off our eardrum

b) concept = signifié (signified)

· = meaning

· a form of thinking expressing general properties of the thing or phenomena

· can be defined as a form of thinking expressing general properties of thing or phenomena of extralinguistic reality

· the ideational component, the concept or object that appears in our minds when we hear or read the signifiant

· it organizes our knowledge of the entity on the ground of categorisation

This categorisation is based on some principles:
· the principle of identity – we identify the single entity in time and space

· the principle of equivalence – we focus our interest on some properties of some entities on the bases of 
                                                          this properties we consider them as examples of some class

· we have different words in different languages – the concept is usually the same but it is joined with different sound – the concept is arbitrary – relation between the sign form and meaning is arbitrary – if it is non-arbitrary, it will exist only one language

Saussure thought of language sounds as a series of linguistic signs that are purely arbitrary.
Different model of a linguistic sign was developed by OGDEN & RICHARDS

Semiotic triangle – the relation between the referent (object, phenomenon) and the sign (word) is indirect

This relation must be mediated by concept (thought, reference) = conceptual meaning

Sound form of the word doesn’t refer to the word directly, it express the reflection in our mind = reference approach
The meaning of the sign is further specified in relation to other signs (in other languages) = functional approach
Heavy smoke

Heavy table

         CONCEPT - idea, thought 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
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( Objects are referents
( The relationship between the word and the object is called reference

 THIS IS THE PRAGMATIC RELATIONSHIP

· the relationship between sigh and sigh use

· what we mean by using a given linguistic sign 

There are many types of relationships between the signs - words

SYNTAGMATIC

· syntagm – connection of minimally 2 words

· Occurs on horizontal level – sentences, phrases…

· A syntagmic relationship is one where signs occur in sequence or parallel and operate together to create meaning.

· Syntagmic relationships are often governed by strict rules, such as spelling and grammar.

I am not here ( Linguistic signs are in syntagmic relation = “am” is related with “I”, “not” and “here”
PARADIGMATIC 

· its model – paradigm

· It occurs on vertical level

· When elements can be substituted for each other and form a paradigm

· A paradigmatic relationship is one where an individual sign may be replaced by another.

I am not here / You are not there

Perfectly interchangeable – if you can interchange 2 words they are paradigmatic – “I” is in paradigmatic relation with “you” 

Types of paradigmatic relations:

HOMONYMY

Relation between words (signifiant) which have identical sounds or spelling forms or both but have different meaning (signifié) – relation between different lexemes
a. Homophones – identical in sound form

Sell – Cell
b. Homographs – coincide in spelling
LEAD1 – vedenie

LEAD2 – olovo
c. Full homonyms – have identical sound form and spelling
BANK1- financial institution

BANK2- of the river

POLYSEMY

It is wrong interchangeable with homonyms

The signifiant is identical but the meaning is different – relation among different meanings of 1 lexeme - relation between meanings – it occurs within 1 word

E.g. football = inflated leather ball used in games

                    = the game played with football

SYNONYMY

Relation between words with identical or similar meaning – occurs that 2 or more signifiants have 1 signifié

e.g. DESK – TABLE; reject – refuse; daddy - father

ANTONYMY

Relationship occurring between words with opposite meaning

Are divided into:
1. Antonymy in narrow sense 
= Gradable 
– the one does not implies the assertion of the other 
– between 2 antonyms exist at least one third element
bad – good

2. Complementarity 
= Non-gradable 
– denial of the one implies the assertion of the other and vice versa
single – married

male – female

3. Conversness 
– pairs of sentences with lexemes imply each other mutually 
– they are not gradable nor the negation of one means the assertion of the other pair member

John is Mary’s husband. – Mary is John’s wife.

HYPONYMY/HYPERONYMY

Is based on hierarchical relationship of signs – relation between more general term and more specific term

Hyponym = subordinate lexical item

Hyperonym = superordinate one; covers the meaning of all its hyponyms

PLANTS
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5. Language study and linguistics theories 
(genetic, analytic, functional and structuralist approaches)
Diachronic study of language – study of historical development of language from one state to another; may be looking for common origins or causes of categorizing phenomena, viewed as genetic relationships; is the study of language change; it is also called historical linguistics.
Synchronic study – study of language on particular period or nowadays; relating to the study of a language at only one point in its history; the synchronic comparison of two languages focuses on categorizing phenomena typologically

Historical (comparative) linguistics = genetic

Analytical linguistics is a cover term that can be given to numerous schools of thought in linguistics (for example, "generative grammar", "lexical functional grammar", "cognitive grammar"). These analytical theories describe various properties of things that people say.

Analytical linguistics = generative linguistics

The analytic study seeks to answer questions:  
· How do two persons understand each other?  
· Because they share the same language?  
· Well then, what makes the ‘same’ language?  
· The same way of linking speech signs (or written signs) with meanings?  
In answering these questions, analytic linguistics looks at the various subsystems that together make up a language and thus partially regulate behaviour.

 



(a)
Phonology 



(b)
Grammar



(c)
Lexicon (Lexicology)



(d)
Semology (Semantics)



(e)
The writing system (Graphonomy)



(f)
The naming system (Onomastics)



(g)
The vocal gestures (Paraphonology)

Structuralism is divided into:
1. structuralism (čistý štrukturalismus) – Geneva School

2. functionalism – Prague School

The firs attempts to study language were done by Plato and Aristotle. They contributed to the linguistics by classification of grammatical categories.

Linguistics has 3 main approaches: 

a) historical comparative

b) structural 

c) generative

In 1786 Sir William Jones find out that Indian language “Sanskrit” had a similar structure as most European languages. This was the proof that most English languages had a common source.

The next 100 years linguists deal with comparative grammar. They compared grammars of existing IndoEuropean language and tried to restore the Porto Indo-European language.

The founder of comparative approach was the German linguist Franz Bopp.

FRANZ BOPP

- very famous German philologist

- monograph = On the conjugation system of Sanskrit in comparison with that of Greek, Latin, Persian and German
- aim → to explain the origins of verbal conjugation. He used method of genetic comparison - trying to establish a common source of the compared word-forms found in genetically related languages. These genetically related languages had developed from one common parent language (has not been preserved in any text)

- the period after Bopp → the method of genetic comparison was applied to the research into separate language groups (each contained genetically related languages)

Another German linguist August Schleicher considered linguistics as an organism based on the same principles and undergoing the same evolution as living organisms. He created the GENEALOGICAL TREE presenting the idea that European inflectional languages were developed from simpler forms of isolating and agglutinative languages. According to Schleicher every language is first of all isolating, then it develops the system of inflectional morphemes, later it looses grammatical affixes and starts to degenerate.

AUGUST SCHLEICHER

- new phase of comparative research

- a professor at Prague University.

- book: A compendium of the comparative grammar in the Indo-European, Greek and Latin languages
- insisted on the study of historical phonetics → study language from living speech

- methodological innovation → systematically reconstructed the forms of the hypothetical proto-language = in the emergence of the Neogrammarian school

- conceived language as living biological organism independent from men which has its birth, flourish, decline and death

The precursor of modern linguistics was Wilhelm von Humboldt. For him linguistics is an “Energeia” - an organism that develops spontaneously. He disclosed a relationship between language and thinking and said that a language expresses the mentality of it’s  nation.  He labeled language as a historical fact.

Wilhelm von Humboldt 

- founder of method of analytic comparison.

- studied a number of languages of various genetic origins and tried to find the typical features which differentiated them from one another. The method used by Humboldt was exclusively synchronic, non-historical. He placed himself into conscious opposition to the genetically comparative approach, which declared that only the diachronic study of language could claim scientific status. 

- did not regard language as a system, but rather as an actual use of language Language is not ergon (a completed piece of work), but an energeis (creative activity)

- tried to explain the specific character of a given language from the specificity of the national character of the people speaking that language (language is influenced by nation)
- application of the psychological methods to ling. problems – they could not cope with complex problems of language

- best-known ling. study: On the Kawi Language of Java
- introduced terms inner speech form = semantic & gram. structure of a language partially common to all men as part of their intellectual equipment & partially specific for every language community

In 1870´s there was set up the YOUNG GRAMMARIANS SCHOOL (Neogrammatics). It is also named Leipzig School. The main representatives were Brughmann and Leskien. This school stresses the “regularity principle”. By this regularity it is meant that if a sound changes it is similarly changed in all the same phonetic surroundings as a law that admits no exception. The Young Grammarians considered language as a collective human product. This historical approach is considered GENETIC.
The Neogrammarian school

- centre in Leipzig.

- the method of genetic comparison reached its climax

- representatives were August Leskien, Karl Brugmann. 

Karl Brugmann and Herman Osthoff programmatically declared the thesis of the unexceptional character of sound laws 2 years later in work Morphological investigations.

- get rid of Schleicher´s language as a living biological organism independent from men which has its birth, flourish, decline and death

- there is a similarity between the sound laws & the laws of physics & other natural sciences

The achievements of the neogrammarian school:

( they injected greater scientific precision into linguistics

( they did show some basic shortcomings

Shortcomings:


( were interested only in historical phonetics & phonology


( problems of syntax were shifted into the background


( too mechanistic approach, omitting the speakers


( dealt with form only, ignoring function & the social basis of the language

(atomism = mechanical sum of an individual (isolated) facts, not as a systemic whole consisting those facts (mutually interrelated)

( historical bias (concerned with older periods and neglected the contemporary stage)

( the comparison only of genetically related languages (distantly related or unrelated at all language were considered to be incomparable)

( could not came closer to the idea of ling. characterology (structural differences of compared languages)

Leskien and Brugman - tried to find similarity between the sound-laws and the laws of physics and other natural sciences

K. Werner – Danish scholar

= explanation of the sound-law

- proto-germanic soundshifting → regular consequences of another sound-law (Werner´s law) whose operation depended on the position of stress in Indo-European languages

other followers of neogrammarian school:

- F. de Saussure (in his earlier years)

- F. F. Fortunatov (Russian scholar)

- Joseph Wright (English)

The 20th century was the period of introduction of STRUCTURALISM. The father of Structuralism was FERDINAND DE SAUSSURE. He labeled language as a social phenomenon. He underlines the communicative function of language. His work “Course in General Linguistic” was published posthumously by his students Bally and Sehechaye. 

Saussure, Bally and Sehechaye are considered representatives of Geneva School of Linguistic. This school stressed the idea that language is a system of interlinked items.  Here occurred the form of the distinctive value - the meaning of value of the language unit is given by it´s opposition by another unit, so words are in oppositions that give the meaning of it. Because there is “small”, there have to be a “big”, too.

Saussure introduced concept of SIGNIFIANT AND SIGNIFIÉ. 

Signifiant is the form of the word. It signifies the signifié The connection of signifiant is an acoustic image.

Signifié is what the word represents. It is a part of extralinguistic reality. It is the soundform which signifies the signifiant.

The relationship between signifiant and signifié is arbitrary. It means that the same concept can be associated with different sounds. 

For Saussure linguistics sings are bilateral phenomena. Saussure introduced:
a) lang & parole

· langue - abstract idealised system that functions only with society = language system
· parole - concrete realization of language system, concrete everyday use = speech
b) syntagm 
· the linear connection of at least two words in phrases, sentences, clouses

· this is the horizontal connection of words
c) synchrony & diachrony 

Diachronic study of language – study of historical development of language from one state to another; may be looking for common origins or causes of categorizing phenomena, viewed as genetic relationships; is the study of language change; it is also called historical linguistics.
Synchronic study – study of language on particular period or nowadays; relating to the study of a language at only one point in its history; the synchronic comparison of two languages focuses on categorizing phenomena typologically

In 1926 there was extablished the PRAGUE SCHOOL OF LINGUISTICS. The main representatives were Nikolay TRUBETZKOY, Roman JAKOBSON, Vilém MATHESIUS, René WELLEK, Josef VACHEK, Jan MUKAŘOVSKÝ. It is labeled functional because it studies particular functions of units. It studies functions of the system. In phonology it studies phonemes and their role in distinctive words. In syntax it concentrates in the role of sentence structure in context.
The Prague school of linguistics
- late 19th C in Prague, representatives = N. S. Trubeckoy, R. Jacobson, B. Havránek, V. Mathesius, B. Trnka

= a synthesis of functional & structural approach 

- combination of Humboldtian synchronistic tradition with an effort as the methodological exactness (one characteristics of Neogrammarian research)

- they called themselves:
"structuralists" - distanced themselves from the Neogrammarian atomism (= were concerned with sounds as individual phonetic segments)

- their description is based n abstraction of the relevant from the non-relevant aspects of phenomenon

"functionalists" - underlined communicative function of language - communicative needs are responsible for systemic organization of formal language means and for the changes in this systemic organization

- changes in language are motivated by the need to keep/re-establish the balance of the system of language (BALANCE = adequate relation of com. needs and formal means of language)

- emphasis on communicative needs implies the necessity for studying language & its development with constant regard for the economic, political & cultural history of the people using that language.

Radical immanentism - explanation of language on the basis of its formal structural make-up → neglect of externally

Radical formalism - misrepresents (doesn’t describe) the intimate connection between form & meaning, where form is implemented primarily by phonic means & meaning constitutes the reference of these means to the extralinguistic reality → neglect of the material aspect of speech = the phonetic aspect of concrete utterances

Contributions of the Prague school:

- introduction of terms (first used about sounds):

a. marked – the presence of linguistic feature (eg. the plural form -s, voice)

b. unmarked – the absence of linguistic feature (singular)

- distinction between:

a. centre – central units are often irregular (eg. to be, to have, parts of the body, pronouns ...) 

b. periphery – rare words (Engl. subjunctive)

Prague dictum:

- language constitutes a system of values, these values are relatively fixed in the consciousness of language users 

(there must be a system of normative values in a language - because language users realize when something is said incorrectly)
On of the founder of PSL was Nikolay TRUBETZKOY. He is credited for setting up the base for the study of phonology. In his veiw the phoneme is considered to be the smallest unit of language having the distincitve function. He created the THEORY OF BINARY PHONOLOGICAL OPPOSITIONS. 

An other representative of the PSL was Roman JAKOBSON (American). He developed further theory of binary oppositions and applied this theory in the study of morphemes. 

The next representative of the PSL was Wilém MATHESIUS. He considered language as a system of expressive means manifested in actual communication and depending also on non-linguistic factors. Mathesius underlines synchrony approach in the study of language. He introduced two stages of language description:

1) functional onomatology - studies the naming studies in which the thoughts are incoded 

2) functional syntax - how this incoded naming units are organized or mutually constituted utterance

The Geneva school of linguistics

The expression Geneva School refers to a group of linguists based in Geneva who pioneered modern structural linguistics. The most prominent figure of the Geneva School of Linguistics school was Ferdinand de Saussure. The most significant linguistic book connected with this school is Cours de languistique générale, the main work of de Saussure, which was published by his students Charles Bally and Albert Sehechaye. The book was based on lectures with this title that de Saussure gave three times in Geneva from 1906 to 1912. Sehechaye and Bally did not themselves take part in these lecture classes, but they used notes from other students. The most important of these students was Albert Riedlinger, who provided them with the most material. Furthermore Bally and Sehechaye continued to develop de Saussure's theories, mainly focusing on the linguistic research of speech. Sehechaye also concentrated on syntactic problems.

Ferdinand de Saussure was the originator of the 20th century structuralism, and evidence of this can be found in Course in General Linguistics, written by Saussure's colleagues after his death and based on student notes, where he focused not on the use of language (parole, or speech), but rather on the underlying system of language (langue) and called his theory semiology. However, the discovery of the underlying system had to be done via examination of the parole (speech). As such, Structural Linguistics is actually an early form of corpus linguistics (quantification). This approach focused on examining how the elements of language related to each other in the present, that is, 'synchronically' rather than 'diachronically'. Finally, he argued that linguistic signs were composed of two parts, a signifiant (the sound pattern of a word, either in mental projection or in actual, physical realization as part of a speech act) and a signifié (the concept or meaning of the word). This was quite different from previous approaches which focused on the relationship between words and things in the world that they designate.

Key notions in Structural Linguistics are the notions of paradigm, syntagm and value, though these notions were not yet fully developed in De Saussure's thought. A structural paradigm is actually a class of linguistic units (lexemes, morphemes or even constructions) which are possible in a certain position in a given linguistic environment (like a given sentence), which is the syntagm. The different functional role of each of these members of the paradigm is called value.

Saussure's Course influenced many linguists between World War I and WWII. In America, for instance, Leonard Bloomfield developed his own version of structural linguistics, as did Louis Hjelmslev in Denmark and Alf Sommerfelt in Norway. In France Antoine Meillet and Émile Benveniste would continue Saussure's program. Most importantly, however, members of the Prague School of linguistics such as Roman Jakobson and Nikolai Trubetzkoy conducted research that would be greatly influential.

The clearest and most important example of Prague School structuralism lies in phonemics. Rather than simply compile a list of which sounds occur in a language, the Prague School sought to examine how they were related. They determined that the inventory of sounds in a language could be analyzed in terms of a series of contrasts. Thus in English the sounds /p/ and /b/ represent distinct phonemes because there are cases (minimal pairs) where the contrast between the two is the only difference between two distinct words (e.g. 'pat' and 'bat'). Analyzing sounds in terms of contrastive features also opens up comparative scope - it makes clear, for instance, that the difficulty Japanese speakers have differentiating /r/ and /l/ in English is because these sounds are not contrastive in Japanese. While this approach is now standard in linguistics, it was revolutionary at the time. Phonology would become the paradigmatic basis for structuralism in a number of different forms.

Language theories
1. bow-wow theory = language originated in imitations of natural sounds (dogs, birds, animals + nature)

2. ding-dong theory = language originated out of a natural correspondence between objects of perception of sense and the vocal noises which were a part of early men's reaction to them. This theory is usually associated with the name of German scholar and philologist Max Müller or Friedrich Max Müller 

- the theory holds that the origin of language is found in the sense of rhythm 

- the beginnings of a language are found in the rhythm which are innate in a man from a very primitive stage of his existence and by which is related to the rest of the universe 

3. pooh-pooh theory = lang. orig. in interjections (citoslovcia) which gradually acquired meaning; (emotional interjections evoked by feelings of pleasure, power, pain, surprise, wonder ...) 

4. gesture theory = advanced W. Wundt - founder of modern psychology; the earliest method of communication was sound and gesture made with hands. Such a “language” was natural and spontaneous; today when we speak we still use gestures

6. The main characteristic features of present day English
Together with Spanish, French, and Chinese, English is one of the international languages of our contemporary world. It is one of six United Nations official languages spoken by more than 600 million people either as a first or second language.

The English language has been differentiated (divergent development) into diverse geographical varieties. Due to media and culture it is nowadays integrated (convergent development), which means that the geographical varieties are gradually giving way to two common general standards - General British and General American. Even these two national standards strongly influence each other, which proves their appurtenance to one large living language system - the English language

In spite of its predominantly Romance vocabulary, English has preserved a Germanic character. This is, of course, due to its typically Germanic core vocabulary using, for instance, strong verbs (ablaut, e.g. sing - sang - sung), but also basic Germanic grammatical structures, etc. English words have a strong tendency towards monosyllabism. It means their forms become reduced, but their meanings gradually widen. The particular sememe of the English lexeme is thus usually actualized in the context.

English words are semantically very, vague and can be easily converted from one word class to another. Thus polysemy and conversion are other essential features of Present-Day English.

Typologically, English is an analytic language, which means it does not synthesize grammatical morphemes with word stems hut uses mostly independent prepositions or word order to express morphological categories. Thus, the rather fixed English sentence word order follows the

"subject - predicate - object" pattern. 

English sentences are very compact. They tend to be condensed in order to eliminate dependent clauses. English sentences also contain a number of nominal elements used, for instance, in the place of predicative verbs. Other characteristic features of English, therefore, are condensation and nominal tendency. As far as the English sentences are concerned passive constructions are abundant as well. 
Gender is not grammatical but natural and mostly used with pronouns. English nouns typically have common gender (reference is indifferently used to male and female).

Stress plays a very important role in spoken English. Most English words are stressed on the first syllable. Polysyllabic words may have primary and secondary stress. Only stressed syllables have full vowels, while vowels in the unstressed syllables are usually reduced. By shifting the

stress, English words can change their meanings. In the sentence, grammatical words are usually unstressed.

There are historically conditioned differences between spoken and written forms of English. Many attempts have been made at inventing a new spelling, which could resemble pronunciation, but all of them have failed.

Recently, the importance of the English language has been increasing considerably. Due to the economic and political influence of the USA it is mostly American English influencing other language vocabularies and penetrating world-wide as a language of business, education and cultural globalization.
7. Phonetics and phonology - basic units. Transcription.

Speech is a string of sounds which form a continuum.

When we listen to this speech continuum we notice that some segments of it sound identical (more or less)     – they repeat in different places in the continuum (e.g. nos, lano, on)

These perceptible units of speech are called speech sounds – allophones.
We normally use square brackets for it [n]

phonetics/phonology = both concerned with speech sounds, but from different point of view.

What is phonology?

Phonology is the study of the sound system of languages. It is the study of how sounds are organized and used in natural languages. Phonology is concerned with anatomy and physiology - the organs of speech and how we learn to use them. Phonology also shades into socio-linguistics as we consider social attitudes to features of sound such as accent and intonation. And part of the subject is concerned with finding objective standard ways of recording speech, and representing this symbolically. 

The phonological system of a language includes:

· an inventory of sounds and their features

· rules which specify how sounds interact with each other.

Phonology is just one of several aspects of language. It is related to other aspects such as phonetics, morphology, syntax, and pragmatics.

This illustration shows the place of phonology in an interacting hierarchy of levels in linguistics:
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	Phonetics …
	Phonology …

	Is the basis for phonological analysis.
	Is the basis for further work in morphology, syntax, discourse, and orthography design.

	Analyzes the production of all human speech sounds, regardless of language.
	Analyzes the sound patterns of a particular language by

· determining which phonetic sounds are significant, and 

· explaining how these sounds are interpreted by the native speaker. 


Phonemes

· some types of speech sounds can influence the meaning of words. This groups of sounds are called phonemes

· a phoneme is a set of speech sounds with the same distinctive function in a given language

· it is the smallest contrastive unit which may bring about = to cause a change a meaning 

Phonetics

· is a branch of linguistics concerned with the classification of speech sounds from the functional point of view

· it studies the abstract side of sounds of language

· the basic unit is a phoneme
· is a branch of linguistics concerned with the study of speech sounds and their production, transmission, reception, description, and representation by written symbols
· concerned with the formal representation of concrete sounds = allophones   

Types of phonetics
1. articulatory (organic)
- organs of articulation

- production of speech/sound

- description + classification of speech sounds

(classifies the sounds from the point of view of the rate of the vibration of the vocal cords, physical effort, configuration of the articulators, and the timing of articulatory movements)

2. Acoustic
   (a) the acoustic properties of speech sounds - it analyzes sound from the point of view of fundamental frequency, intensity, wave structure (quality) and duration (quantity).

   (b) the transmission of speech sounds - it describes how sound waves are transmitted between the mouth and the ear.

   (c) the description and classification of speech sounds - it describes and classifies the sounds from the point of view of their acoustic properties, i.e. fundamental frequency, intensity, wave structure (quality) and duration (quantity).
3. Auditory (perceptual)
   (a) the reception and analysis of speech sounds -  it describes how the sound is received by the ear, how it is further modulated and processed by the organs of hearing, and how it is analyzed in the listener’s brain 

   (b) the anatomical and physiological study of the ear - it describes the structure and the function of the ear

   (c) the description and classification of speech sounds - it describes and classifies the sounds from the point of view of their auditory perception, i.e. pitch, loudness, auditory impression (quality), and length (quantity).

Phonetics from the point of view of ling. relevance
non-linguistic phonetics 
– concerned with physiological + acoustic + psychological phenomena and processes 

linguistic phonetics = phonology 
– how individual sounds are used in the pronunciation of a given lang.

- a branch of linguistics concerned with the classification of speech sounds from the functional point of view

- concerned with lang. as a system of abstract elements = phonemes

(... to find those features of sounds, which enable us to distinguish one word from another...)

1. segmental – analyses speech into the minimal functional elements of phonology

2. suprasegmental – analyses higher elements (syllables, utterances ....)

In phonetic research, two basic methods can be found:
   (a) Subjective methods

        They are based on direct observation carried out by our senses, mainly eyesight and hearing.
   (b) Experimental (instrumental) methods

        They make use of specially designed apparatuses (laryngoscope, X-ray machines, tape recorders, computers, etc.). 

Transcription

· is a method of writing down speech sounds in a systematic and consistent way

·  on sound is represented by one symbol

a) Phonemic Transcription – we use phonemes

b) Allophonic Transcription – we use allophones (broad, narrow)

Transcription
- is a special written form of language where written element (symbol) represents one spoken element (sound), 
or the abstract representation of the spoken element (phoneme). 

- there is a need for these symbols because spoken and written form in English are much different 
(often hard to understand for beginners ...)

Types of transcription:
1. Phonemic: we use a simple set of symbols where one symbol stands for one phoneme. 

(we transcribe phonemes)

a) simple - minimal number of symbols is used

Principles:

1) The transcription reflects a functional point of view.   

2) The minimum possible number of symbols is used.

3) Using symbols without diacritics.

4) Long vowels differ from short vowels only by a length mark (the differences in quality are not shown)

b) comparative - when using separate symbols (eg. for short/long vowels)

- symbols are based on the International Phonetic Alphabet = IPA:

a system of symbols established in 19th cent.; most of symbols come from: the Roman alphabet, Greek, some are newly created for this purpose

+ also contains a set of diacritical marks

Principles:

1) The transcription reflects a functional point of view.   

2) The minimum possible number of symbols is used.

3) Using symbols without diacritics.

4) Long vowels differ from short vowels both by a length mark and a different symbol, which reflects different quality.

2. Allophonic (= phonetic): we use a complicated set of symbols and diacritics which can indicate detailed sound values, that is, the actual allophones. (we transcribe allophones) 

- based on IPA

a) arrow  - a detailed allophonic trans.

Principles:

1) The transcription reflects a formal point of view.   

2) We use as many symbols as necessary.

3) The symbols are modified by diacritics

b) broad - uses only the functionally relevant symbols, that is, the symbols representing phonemes 

Principles:

1) The transcription reflects a formal point of view.   

2) The minimum possible number of symbols is used.

3) We use the standard, simple and most frequent IPA symbols.

4) The symbols are without diacritics

8. Physiological and acoustic aspects of speech
Physiological aspects of speech - Organs of articulation

The organs which we use in communication are called organs of articulation or articulators.

They can be divided into 4 main groups:

Division:

      (a) Respiratory organs (lungs, trachea)

      (b) Phonatory apparatus (vocal folds)

      (c) Resonators = Resonating cavities (pharyngeal, oral and nasal cavities)

      (d) Modulating organs (mandible, lips, teeth, tongue, alveolar ridge, palate, uvula)

The TONGUE can be divided in these parts: Blade, Tip, Front, Back, Root

Respiratory organs

The main source of energy form the production of speech sounds comes form the lungs.

Depending on the way the air is released form the lungs we distinguish between these air stream mechanisms:

a) pulmolic – sound which are produced by the energy of the lungs, use its energy

1.) egressive 
– the air is expelled form the lungs


– we breathe out 

2.) ingressive 
– the air is breathe in inside the lungs


– in Slovak language it is used for “híkanie”

b) non-pulmolic 
– use some other source of energy 


– these are clicks sounds

Phonatory apparators 

Within larynx, there are 2 thick flaps of muscles which look rather like a pair of lips.

They can be brought together or parted through muscular tension.

This organ is called the vocal folds.

The opening between the vocal folds is noun as the glottis.

The glottis can assume different positions of openness.

There are 4 recognizable states:

a) wide apart – the glottis is fully open – production of voiceless consonants

b) loosely together – slightly open – production of glottal fricatives

c) loosely together and vibrating – the air causes vibration – voiced sounds (consonants and vowels)

d) tightly closed – no air comes out or in – when we produce the glottal stop (not here – zastavenie zvuku)

The process of passing the air stream through the vocal chords resulting in audible vibration is called 

voicing = phonation 

Resonators 

1. Oral cavity 

2. Nasal cavity

3. Pharyngeal cavity 

The air stream coming from the lungs and passing through the pharynx can leave in one of these three ways:

1. The soft palate may be slightly lowered. The air comes out booth through the oral and nasal cavity. In this case we produce nasalized sounds (e.g. in French)

2. The soft palate s lowered and the oral cavity is blocked so the air escapes through the nasal cavity. This is where we produce nasal sounds m, n

3. The soft palate is raised and blocks the nasal cavity. This is how we produce oral sounds g, f, a, b

Modulating organs

a) Teeth – produced dental sounds / ð, θ /

b) Alveoral ridge – alveoral sounds /s, z, t, d, r, l /
c) Hard palate – we produce palatal sounds / j /
d) Tongue – lingual sounds (apical, lamina, dorsal)
e) Mandible – mandible sounds
f) Lips – labial, bilabial or labial-dental sounds / p, b, m /
g) Soft palate = velum – veral sounds / k, ch, n / 
h) Uvula – uvular sounds (ráčkovanie)
Acoustic aspects of speech

Sound waves 

· the air around us consists of numerous tiny particles which are in constant random movement 

· these randomly moving particles create certain air pressure

· when the vocal folds start vibrating, they cause fluctuations of the air pressure – the air is alternately squashed and expanded

· these fluctuations spread in all directions like ripples on a pond, and they usually become smaller as the distance form the source increases

· the wave created by compressing and expending of the air carrying sound is called a SOUND WAVE 

· when the air comes out of the oral cavity ,the vibration we hear can be of 2 types:

1.) Regular (periodic) vibration

2.) Irregular (aperiodic) vibration

Regular (periodic) vibration

· is produced by the vocal folds providing that they are vibrating at the constant frequency and with constant intensity 

· such periodic vibration manifests itself as a period wave

· periodic waves consists of certain wave patterns that periodically (at equal intervals) repeat themselves

· these waves can be of 2 types: 

a) simple periodic waves

b) complex periodic waves

a) SPW – are relatively rare and they can be shown as simple sine waves (sinusovky)  


b) CPW
– is a wave in which several simple sine waves are combined into one single wave


– sounds produced by the vocal folds are usually complex periodic waves

Irregular (aperiodic) vibration

· manifests itself as an aperiodic or random ware

· aperiodic waves do not show a regular periodic pattern

· they are composed of a large number of sine wave o different frequency and intensity, there is no repetition of any pattern, no regularity

· all voiceless fricatives, voiceless affricates and plosives are aperiodic waves  


All sound in speech consists of complex periodic and low aperiodic waves 

SOUND CATEGORIES 

a) VOWELS + SONORANTS / m, n, l, r, ŋ / – are produced by regular vibration – we can call them TONES

b) VOICED OBSTRUENTS / b, d, dʒ, z / - are produced by both regular and irregular vibration 
      – we can call them TONES + NOISES 

c) VOICELESS OBSTRUENTS / p, t, s, ʧ / - are produced by irregular vibration – we can call them NOISES
9. English vowels (monophthongs, diphthongs) 
Basic differences between English and Slovak
VOWELS

Phonetic definition 

A vowel is a sound I the production which there is no obstruction to the flow of air as it passes form the larynx to the lisp

Phonological definition

Vowels form sentence of syllables 

Vowels can be divided into:

a) Pure vowels = monophthongs (12 pure vowels = no change in the quality)

b) Gliding vowels = diphthongs (there is a change in the quality; 2 recognizable vowels)

Vowels can be shown graphically on a vowel diagram.

The vowel diagram indicates the position of the highest point of the tongue.

English distinctive vowels (12):

= a, á, e, é, i, í, o, ó, u, ú, o:

*in Sk. only 11 vowels (no schwa)

A description of vowels can be done according to:

1.) the length of the vocal chord vibration

· Phonology
- short


- long

· Phonetics
- very short


- short


- half long


- long  

2.) the position of the soft palate

· Raised – where we produce oral vowels

· Lovered – the sound might came out through oral cavity or nasal cavity (oral or nasalized vowels)

3.) the shape of the lips

· Rounded

· Spread

· Neutral / ə /     
4.) the horizontal movement of the tongue

· Front

· Central

· Back

5.) the vertical movement of the tongue (different degrees of openness)

· Close

· Close – mid

· Open – mid

· Open

6.) the muscular tension of the tongue

· Lax vowels     / I /        / ℧ /     
· Tense vowels     / i: /       / u:/     
Cardinal vowels

- it allows us to define accurately any vowel of any language

- is a standard reference system (the range of vow. that can be produced by the human apparatus)

Division:

1. primary
2. secondary
Phonological length

Phonological English vowels are short and long

There are minimal pairs:

sit – seat

cut – cart

full  fool

don – dawn

beat – but

for – fur

Phonetically the length of English vowels depends on the type of the following sounds:

1.) voiceless consonants decrease the length of short and long vowels (sot=short, sort=long)

2.) voiced consonants do not influence the length of short and long vowels 

The total duration of the short vowels and a voiced consonant equals the total duration of the short vowel and the voiceless consonant.

The same applies to long vowels.

DIPHTHONGS

Phonetically 

A diphthong is a complex speech sound beginning one vowel sound and moving to another vowel position within the same syllable.

Phonologically

Diphthongs are those units which form sentence of syllables.

According to the type of sounds they consist of – diphthongs can be divided into:

1. CLOSING

- ending in –u- (ou, au)

- ending in –i- (ai, ai, oi)

2. CENTRING – ending in –o:- = schwa 

The length and prominence of English diphthongs

· when the first part of the D. is longer and more prominent, the D. is said to be falling

· when the second part of the D. is longer and more prominent, the D. is said to be raising

· when stressed, all English D. are falling

· in an unstressed position / Iə /    and   / ℧ə /  are rising, and the rest of English D. are falling 
dipthongs 
- in Engl. = 8 diphthongs

- in Sk. 4 = ia, ie, iu, ô

*Sk. diphthongs are only rising= the 2nd element is more prominent

10. English consonants
Basic differences between English and Slovak consonants
CONSONANTS

Phonetically

A C. is a speech sound produced by a partial of complete obstruction of the air stream by any of the various speech organs

Phonologically

C. are those segments which occur ate the edges of syllables 

Consonants can be described according to:

a) the source of the energy 

· from the lungs – pulmonic

· not from the lungs – non-pulmonic (clicks)

b) the direction of the air stream

· out of the lungs – egressive

· breathing the air in – ingressive

c) the vocal folds activity

· active – voiced

· not active – voiceless

d) the position of the soft palate

· lowed – nasal C. (m, n, ň)

· raised – oral C. (all others)

e) the place of articulation 

· the lips are used – bilabial sounds (b, m )

· the lips and teeth are used – labiodental sound (v, f )

· dental sounds [θ]
· the tongue touches the alveolar ridge – alveolar (e, d, z, s)
· the tip of the tongue is curled backwards – post-alveolar sound / r /
· palato-alveolar / ʧ, ∫, ʒ, dʒ /
· palatal sounds / j /
· the back of the tongue touches the soft palate – velar sounds / k, g, ch, ŋ /    
· glottal consonants – voiced and voiceless /h/, voiceless /j/

f) the manner of the articulation

· occlusives – produced with a complete occlusion /m, t, d /

· semi-occlusives – formed first by a occlusion + constriction [ʧ ]   [ts]
· constrictives – formed with a narrowing with a friction (šum)  [s, z, š, ž, f, v, h]
· approximants – also formed with a narrowing but without a friction [ j ]  [ w ]  
g) the articulating organ – depending on the active articulating organ used we distinguish these cassis of C.:

· labial (bilabial, labio-dental)

· lingual 

· apical (len konček jazyka)

· laminal (tvorené čepeľou)

· pre-dorsal (predná časť – ť, ď, ň, j)

· post-dorsal (zadná časť – k, g, h, ch)

· radical (koreňové – abrabské, hebrejské) 

· glottal 

h) the auditory impression – according to the presence or absence of a noise component

· obstruents – noise (+tone) consonants = there is an audible noise during their production

· plosives /ď, ť, ň /

· fricatives (šum)

· affricates (and their combinations – č, ž, c, dz)

· sonorants / resonants – these are tone C. = no audible noise component (nasals, laterals, approximants)

· oral / j, w, r /
· nasal / n, m, ň /
i) the muscular effort

· fortis – are articulate with strong muscular effort = voiceless C. 

· lenis – are articulate with a lithe muscular effort = voiced C. 

j) length

· long and short C.

· continuants (mmm, sss) and non-continuants (t)
· continuants = can be held on continuously without change in the quality; as long as we have air in lungs (nasal, lateral, fricative, trilled) 
· consonants in Engl. are short (unlike in Sk. – ĺ, ŕ)

Description of distinctive English consonants

PLOSIVES 
= also called –stop consonants (p, b, m, t, d, n, k, g)

Phases of their production:

1. Closure phase (Closing stage) - the articulators move to form an obstruction (stricture). 

2. Hold phase (Compression stage) - the air compresses behind the closure.
3. Release phase - the organs forming the obstruction part rapidly allowing the compressed air to escape abruptly - the escape of air produces an audible noise called plosion (can be oral/nasal)

4. Post-release phase (Post-release stage) - the air escaping through the vocal folds makes a sound similar to / h /. This additional puff of air is called aspiration

Position:

1. initial (boat, keen ...)

- produce plosion

- voiceless (p, t, k) followed by a vowel or a diphthong are accompanied by aspiration = an additional puff of air 

2. medial
- all plosives in the stressed medial position produce audible plosion

- all voiceless plosives in this case are aspirated or devoice the following / l, r, j, w /. 

- voiceless cons. preceded by –s- in stressed medial position lose their aspiration (eg. discourage, respect)

3. final
- the main factor distinguishing voiced plosives from voiceless ones in final position is the length of preceding vowels 

types:

- bilabial (p, b)

- alveolar (t, d)

- velar (k, g)= their quality depends on the following vowel

- glottal = glottal stop – (h) is voiceless

= The production of one sound is abruptly stopped by closing the glottis, and after a short period of silence,   

   another sound continues suddenly. (co-operate ...)

AFFRICATES

= begin as plosives and end as fricatives (tš, dž)

FRICATIVES

= characterized by the noise component (f, v, (, δ, s, z, š, ž, h)

- distinctive fricatives: 

- can occur in all positions

Types:

- labio-dental (f, v) = change according to context – eg. very, find ...

- dental ((, δ)

- alveolar (s, z) = ZOO

- palato-alveolar (š, ž)

- glottal (h)

NASALS 

- distinctive sounds: m, n, ŋ

- the air escapes from the nasal cavity only

- are continuants (can be produced as long as we have air) + are voiced

- do not contain any noise component in their production

Types:

- bilabial (m) → mother, summer, come ...

- alveolar (n) → no, dinner...

- velar (ŋ) → singer, anxious, hang

*in some variants pronounced as –g-

LATERALS
- distinctive lateral; “l”

Types of “l”:

a. clear - occurs when vowel or “j” follows (leap)

b. dark - occurs when followed by consonant other than “j” (build, felt)

c. syllabic dark - (bottle)

APPROXIMANTS
- distinctive: r, j, w

-r-     /lingual trill – Slovak/Scottish -r-

        /retroflex – Am. –r-

-j- (palatal approxim.) → jard, music, refuse

-w- (labial velar) → wait, twice, swim

11. Combination of sounds and their problems
Assimilation, elision, linking
Basic differences between English and Slovak
Assimilation

- an influence exercised by one sound segment upon the articulation of another, so that the sounds become more alike, or identical
Types of assimilation:

a) Allophonic
= change of a phoneme under the influence of the neighbouring sound

*eg. nasalization = vowels preceded or followed by nasals are often nasalized (singer, sunny, man)

b) Phonemic
= the process of replacing a sound by another sound under the influence of a third sound which is near to it in the word or sentence

- occurs mainly in rapid speech

- influences mainly consonants

division:

1. historical (eg. picture = t + j = č; tissue, issue)

2. contextual = occurs in rapid speech; can occur within the word/sentence (input = imput) 

a. progressive (preservative):
- change of a phoneme under the influence of a preceding sound

- not very frequent

(dogs = dog+z – s changed under the influence of –g-)

b. regressive (anticipatory) 

- change of a phoneme under the influence of the following sound

- is frequent

- rules/cases:
1. The consonant / t / followed by any of the following consonants / p, b, m / assimilates to / p /. The consonant / t / followed by any of the following consonants / k, g / assimilates to / k /.

(foot print = fuprint; fruit cake = frukejk)

2. The consonant / d / followed by any of the following consonants / p, b, m / assimilates to / b /. The consonant / d / 
followed by any of the following consonants / k, g / assimilates to / g /.

(good bye, head master, hard cover ...)

3. The consonant / n / followed by any of the following consonants / p, b, m / assimilates to / m /. The consonant / n / 
followed by any of the following consonants / k, g / assimilates to  (?)

(gunpoint, incredible)

4. The sequence of consonants / nt / followed by any of the following consonants / p, b, m / assimilates to / mp /. The 
assimilation is then followed by elision of / p /, leaving only / m /. 

(front page, paint brush)

5. The sequence of consonants / nd / followed by any of the following consonants / p, b, m / assimilates to / mb /. The 
assimilation is then followed by elision of / b /, leaving only / m /. (The sequence of consonants / nd / followed by any

of the following consonants / k, g / assimilates to / g /. The assimilation is then followed by elision of / g / 
(landmark, handbook)

3. Coalescent (reciprocal) - there is mutual influence or fusion of the sounds upon each other  

a. assibilation = a specific kind of assimilation which results in acquiring a sibilant pronunciation by the sound 
                           or sound-group which originally did not contain it (actual)

b. transsibilation = a consonant containing a sibilant sound is replaced by another – new one

1. a) dj → dž      did you    /didžu(:)/

    b) tj → tš        get you    /getšu(:)/

2. a) sj → š        miss you    /mišu(:)/

    b) zj → ž        donkey’s years    /doŋkižiəz/
ASSIMILATION - Basic differences between English and Slovak

· both allophonic and phonemic assimilations produce different results in the two languages, which is mostly due to the possible sound environments and sequencing
· the presence of aspiration in E. causes allophonic assimilation of some sounds – this is not possible in Slovak
· the devoicing of word-final voiced consonants is usually partial in E. but complete in Slovak
· in Slovak, regressive assmilation involving voicing within the word also occurs in slow speech, which is something not found in English 
· there is no progressive phonemic assimilation in Slovak
ELISION WITHIN THE WORD

→ it is the emission of sounds

→ it occurs under the influence of increased tempo, the sound’s quality, it’s position in the word, 
    the quality of the neighbouring sounds and the speakers style

( omission of sounds, leaving out, usually depending on the tempo of speech + environment 
    (position in the word, quality of neighbouring sounds) + style

( faster speech = more elisions

Types of elision:

a. historical = the omission of one or more sounds, which happened in the course of time and is now firmly established, so the word is always pronounced with the elision, regardless of the tempo and style of speech (eg. vowels - The loss of word-medial vowels in words like evening, chimney, Salisbury; consonants – the loss of –r- in words like arm, church ...) 

b. contextual = omission exclusively in rapid speech

Elision of =

a. Vowels 

- can be found within the word or at the word boundary

- the majority results in the reduction of syllables and stress moves at the beginning (police, possible, library, February, sanctuary,  perhaps, geography, geometry ...)

- the central element or both the central and the last element of English triphthongs tend to be elided. When both the central and the last elements are elided, the remaining vowel is lengthened. /elision of central + last el. = typical for conservative RP/ (fire = fá, power = pá ..)

b. Consonants:

1. The word-initial sequence /o:l + C / tends to drop the consonant / l / in rapid speech (already, although)

2. Word-medial and word-final consonant clusters / nt + C /, / nd + C /, / st + C / and / ft + C / tend to drop the consonants / t / and / d / in rapid speech (count down, front page ..)

3. when the sequence /nd/ or /nt/ is followed by any of the consonants / p, m, b, k, g /, simultaneous elision and assimilation usually takes place. 

4. Word-final consonant clusters (groups of 2 or more consonants) tend to be reduced in rapid speech. 

-kts = ks (facts, acts = faks, eks)

-pts = ps (prompts, attempts)

-ktl = kl (exactly, perfectly)

-skt = st (asked, masked)

c. consonants + vowels:

-the word final /rəri/ (library, contrary) reduces into /ri/ → library /laib(rə)ri/

ELISION - Basic differences between Slovak and English

Slovak: it occurs only at the morpheme boundary and results in reduction of the number of syllables

             the contextual elision is much less freuqent than in E. and in Slovak it occurs mainly in consonant clusters
English: it occurs both within the word and at he the word boundary
              the contracted forms he´s /hi(:)z/ results in elision of both vowels and consonant
              Nothing like this happens in Slovak.
LINKING

→ is a process of joining 2 words together by a means of a linking sound

→ depending on the type of vowels involved, we insert one of these 3 linking sound - /r/, /j/, /w/

( a term used to indicate a sound which is introduced between ling. units for ease of pronunciation

( a process of joining 2 words together by means of a linking element (vowel + linker + vowel)

Linkers:

Link /r/

· when a rod ends with any of the vowels /a: ɔ: ɜ: e/ or diphthongs / ɪə eə ʊə/, and the last or penultimate letter of the word is the letter “r” (except for “-ra”) – the linking-r is inserted between this word and following word if the following word begins with a vowel - /fa: r ə´weɪ/

· when a word ends with any of these vowels /a: ɔ: e ɪə/ and the last or penultimate letter is not the letter “r” (except for “-ra”)  - the intrusive-r is inserted between these word and the following word, if the following word begins with a vowel - /´rΛʃər an(d) ´ʧaɪnə/
= linking -r- 

→ 1st word ends with a:, o:, ə:, ə, iə,  eə, uə + last letter of it is “r”  → far

→ 2nd word begins with a vowel → far away /fa:r ə´wei/
= intrusive -r-
→ 1st  word ends with vowels a:, o:, ə, iə + last letter of it is not “r”  → raw

→ 2nd w. begins with a vowel → raw onion /ro:r ´anjən/

Link /w/

· when a word ends with the vowel /u:/ or any of these diphthongs /əʊ/, /aʊ/ - a slight /w/-link is inserted between these word and the following word, if the following word begins with a vowel - /tu: w ´aɪz/

→ 1st word ends with u:, eu, au → two

→ 2nd word begins with a vowel → two eyes /tu:w aiz/

Link /j/

· when the word ends in any of the vowels / ɪ / , /i:/ or any of the diphthong / eɪ aɪ ɔɪ / a slight /k/-link is inserted between this word and the following word if the following word begins with a vowel - /,prɪtɪ j ´aɪz/

→ 1st word ends with i, i:, ei, ai, oi → pretty

→ 2nd word begins with a vowel → pretty eyes /priti j aiz/

12. English stress and rhythm, strong and weak forms 
Basic differences between English and Slovak

WORD STRESS

Types of word stress:

    (a) syllables with a high degree of prominence - syllables carrying primary stress
    (b) syllables with a medium degree of prominence - syllables carrying secondary stress
    (c) syllables with a low degree of prominence - unstressed syllables
Rules:

(1) Simple and derived words have no secondary stress if the primary stress is on the first syllable (dangerous, buttering ...)

(2) Simple words and derived words beginning with a syllable not containing the vowel –o:- have no secondary stress if the primary stress is on the second syllable (above)

(3) Simple and derived words with the primary stress on the second syllable have the secondary stress on the first syllable, if the first syllable contains the vowel -i- (?) (redo, premeditate)

(4) Derived words that have the primary stress on the third syllable, always have the secondary stress on the first syllable, e. g. possibility 

(5) Compounds that have the primary stress on the second element, always have the secondary stress on the first element (free-range)

(6) Compounds have no secondary stress if the primary stress is on the first syllable, and the second element consists of one syllable only, (airmail) 

- can have the secondary stress on the second element if the second element consists of more than one syllable, (freemason, typewrite)

Factors that we have to take into consideration:
· simple/derived words
· The grammatical category of the word.
· The number of syllables in the word.
· The quality of vowels in the syllables.             

STRESS - Basic differences between English and Slovak

English: there are 3 degrees of syllable prominence – unstressed, with secondary stress and with primary stress

Slovak: there are also 3 degrees of syllable prominence but with less prominence

English: the placement of stress in E. is free, there´s not an universal pattern

Slovak: there is a certain stable stress pattern, the primary stress is always placed on the first syllable

English: the stess is placed on content words

Slovak: it´s not necessarily placed the stress on content words

English: can distinguish one word from another

Slovak: the stress pattern is stable
Sentence stress

= the relative degree of force given to the different words in a sentence

- conscious change of loudness/pitch (prominence)

*word stress = doesn’t concern larger units than words

- the more important the word is, the stronger is it’s stress 

- the most important words = content words = carry lexical meaning (N, V, Adj, numerals, Adv)

Types of the sentence stress:

1. primary – falls on important contents words + function w. in their strong forms

2. secondary – falls on less important content w. + on function w. in their strong forms

3. level stress – when all content w. are equally important

Rules:

(1) When we feel the need to emphasize a function word for the purpose of contrast, we give the word the primary stress (this type of stress is sometimes called ‘overstress’).

(2) If we use a word which has already been used in the sentence (or in the previous sentence), this word takes secondary stress, or no stress at all. 

(3) ‘Wh’- words standing at the beginning of a question carry primary or secondary stress. They are seldom unstressed.

(4) The exclamatory what standing at the beginning of a sentence is not stressed.

(5) Auxiliary verbs in the negative usually carry primary stress.

(6) Auxiliary verbs in question tags always carry primary stress.

(7) When the subject follows the verb, the verb generally carries secondary stress.

(8) Monosyllabic prepositions at the beginning of a sentence may carry primary or secondary stress.

(9) When a noun is preceded by a word which defines or describes the noun more closely, the noun takes the primary stress and the preceding word usually takes the secondary stress. (his own car)

(10) When an intensifier, such as absolutely, horribly, completely etc., precedes another word, both words usually take primary stress.(you are absolutely correct)

(11) In phrasal verbs, the verbal element usually takes the secondary stress and the adverbial element takes the primary stress.(would you like to come in?)

(12) In a casual conversational style, the number of unstressed syllables and syllables with secondary stress tends to exceed the number of the syllables with primary stress.

Shift of stress

- when we want to emphasize dif. part of a word/sentence= emphatic function

- the primary str. usually changes into secondary

- Sentence stress depends greatly on the context of the situation, which is why the same word can have different stress in different contexts. 

RHYTHM
- a pattern formed by sentence stress

- Engl. is rhythmical lang. (belongs to the sc. stress-time lang.)

- regular rhythm

Basic rule of English rhythm:  

- there is a tendency towards taking an approximately equal period of time between one stressed syllable and the next 

rhytm unit (beat) = unit containing a stressed syllable plus all the following unstressed syllables up to (but not including) the next stressed syllable. 

Cases when the strict rhythm is kept:

- when counting (three, four, five ... thirteen, fourteen ...)

- when the speaker is expressing irritation/sarcasm (You should never move the papers on my desk.)

The borrowing rule:

- a syllable with a reduced vowel 'borrows time' from any immediately preceding syllable containing a full vowel  

(?)full/reduced vowels

Rhytm in Svk.:

Sk. = is a syllable-timed lang. (length of syllables is not governed by stress)

- is based on the number and the type of syllables within the word

- the rhythmical law= rytmický zákon - rytmické krátenie – syllables with long vowels should not follow each other (pekný, krásny ...)

*Exceptions to the rule: lístie (a dipthong is considered as long vow.), páví...

Engl.:

- root words follow the rhytm. law (important, nation ...)

- derived w. – doesn’t follow the r law (pre-war)

RHYTHM - Basic differences between English and Slovak
English: E. speech has rhythm

Slovak: the rhythm is based on the nr. and the type of syllables within wors. The rule is

that syllable with long vowels should not follow each other within one word. A diphthon

in Slovak counts as a long vowel = rhythmical law.

English: the lenghth of syllables in E. is ruled by stress

Slovak: no such influence can be detected. S. is therefore called a syllable-timed language.
STRONG AND WEAK FORMS

In the English the function words – prepositions, conjunctions, determiners, pronouns, auxiliary verbs and some adverbs – are usually pronounced in their weak form.

During the change of function words form its strong form to its weak form, any of the following 3 phenomena can take place:

a) Reduction of length – two = /tu:/ → /t(:)/

b) Obscuration of vowels – clean vowels change into less clean vowels – at = /æt/ → /ət/
c) Elision of sounds – him = /hIm/ → /(h)Im/
Some function words are often reduced, but there are some exceptions:

SOME

· when the word “some” functions as a determiner, it is usually reduced to /s(ə)m/ → it may usually omitted without destroying the structure of the sentence 

· when the word “some” functions as a pronoun, it occurs in its strong form /sΛm/ → the omission of this type of the word „some“ changes the meaning or destroys the structure of the sentence
· when the word “some” stands at the end of the sentence, it is always in its strong form
THAT

· when the word “that” function as demonstrative pronoun or adverb, strong form is used /ðæt/

· if it functions as a relative pronoun or a conjunction, the weak form /ðət/ is used
OTHERS

· most function words standing in the final position in the sentence tend to keep the strong form, even through they are not necessarily stressed

· function words – her, him, he, them, us – can have a weak form even when standing in the final position in the sentence

· function words – be, do, me, she, to ,who, you – retain their strong form at the end of the sentence, but their length may be reduce 

· when a function word is given stress for the purpose of emphasise, the strong form is used 

PONOUNS, PREPOSITIONS 

· when we contrast or compare two or more pronouns or tow or more prepositions, these pronouns and preposition retain their strong form

AUXILIARY VERBS

· auxiliary verb SHALL or WILL retain their strong form, when standing at the beginning of the sentence 

· the rest of the AV may retain their strong form at the beginning of the sentence, although the weak form is more common

CITATION, QUOTATION 

· when a function word is being cited or quoted, the strong form is used 

Comparison – Engl./Sk.

1. Prominence:

- in both (Engl. + Sk.)

a. high degree = primary stress

b. medium = secondary str.

c. low = unstressed

*in Engl. primary + secondary str. higher prominence than in Sk.

2. Distribution:

a. Word stress:

- Engl. = free

- Sk. = fixed pattern (primary str. can be placed only on the 1st syllable and 2nd str. never precedes the prim. str.)

b. Sentence stress:

- Engl. = prim. str. placed on content words

- Sk. = str. not necessaril placed on function w. (eg. monosyllabic preposition is stressed)

3. Function:

Stress pattern:

- Engl. = distinguishes word classes

- Sk. = not used to distinguish word classes

______________________________________________________________________________

stress / prominence / sonority

a. sonority – an inherent quality of a sound

b. prominence = relative distinctiveness of a syllable; a result of stress; is an acoustic phenomenon  

- depends on = pitch + loudness + quality + quantity

c. stress =sth we consciously apply to particular syllables;

increasing change of length, loudness, and pitch of syllable

13. The forms and functions of English intonation 
Basic differences between English and Slovak

INTONATION 

- variations which take place in the pitch of the voice in connected speech, i.e. the variations in the pitch of the musical note produced by the vibration of the vocal cords

- comprises larger units than a word

- can express the mood + attitude of a speaker

- functions similarly as punctuation in writing

The pitch range (from low – to high):

- depends on the physical structure of the articulators

- dif. by dif. speakers

Tone:

- a particular pitch or a variation of the pitch placed on a syllable 

- distinctive pitch level of a syllable

- in some languages (sc. tone lang.) tone influences lex. meaning (eg. Chinese)

*Engl. is an intonation lang. (tone doesn’t influence lex. meaning)

Tones in English:

1. falling

2. rising (like in questions)

3.  rising-falling(surprise)

4. falling-rising(doubt)

5. level

Tonic unit:

- a sequence of tonic syllables (= syllables that carry certain tone)

- can be defined from dif. pov.:

a. grammatical
b. phonetic
c. linguistic
d. semantic
Types of the tone-units:

a. compound - comprises more tonic-syllables ...

b. simple - contains 1 tonic-syllable which is an obligatory component of a tonic-unit 

Tonic-syllable – components:

1. pre-head = comprises all unstressed syllables preceding the tonic-syllable or the head 

2. head = extends from the first stressed syllable up to the tonic-syllable

= distinction depending on the pitch:

a. low h.- the beginning syllable is low – in pitch (lower than the tonic-syllable)

b. high h.  - the stressed syllable which begins the head is high in pitch (higher than the beginning pitch of the tone on the tonic syllable)

3. tonic-syllable= a central element; carries the tonic-stress

4. tail = consists of the syllables between the tonic syllable and the end of the tone-unit.

        look = tonic syllable                            what = tonic syllable

        at it = tail                                            did you say = tail  

- tone-units can be combined to form an utterance (= a continuous piece of speech beginning and ending with a clear pause)

- there is a hierarchical relationship between units= phoneme + syllable + tone-unit + utterance

The behaviour of the pitch of the voice within the tone-unit

- the tone-unit must comprise one of the 5 tones (placed on the tonic-syllable)

- distribution of the tone within the tone-unit depends on the number of elements that constitute the tone-unit

Rule:

When there is a tail following the tonic syllable, the movement of the tone is not completed on the tonic syllable, but it is carried over the syllables of the tail.   

Functions of intonation

1. attitudinal - feelings (genuine / artifical)

2. stress (neutral, contrastive, emphatic)

3. grammatical (function of the comma, signaling the declarative, inter., imperative)

4. discourse (information content)

1. Attitudinal function

= expressing feelings + emotions + attitudes

a. genuine – we are really happy/angry/bored ...

b. artificial – we just pretend...

*we express feelings + emotions differently with dif. people

Tones and occasions of their use

1. fall:

- finality, definiteness: He stopped talking.

-   Strong commands:          (Take your (feet off the (chair.

-   Exclamations:                  (Good (Heavens!

2. Rise:

- encouraging: She will be here soon.

-   Grumble:                        I (didn't (hurt you. (So why make all that fuss?)

-   Tag-questions after commands: (Come over (here, (will you?

3. Fall-rise:

-   Uncertainty, doubt:                  It's vpossible. He's vgenerous, but I (don't (trust him.

-   Requesting:                              (Can I vbuy it?

-   Polite or pleading command:    vShut the (window.

4. Rise-fall:
-   Surprise, being impressed:    You were ( first!

-   Challenging: (I don’t like to keep reminding him.) Well, you damn well (ought to!   

5. Level:

-   Boredom, disinterest, routine:    

A: Have you ever been in prison? 

           B: _ No....  (Answering to a series of questions for an insurance/policy.)

- listing/enumerating: we have milk, butter, cheese ... = the last item on the list will have falling tone

2. stress function:

- can be placed on the = subject, verb, object... Focus types:

a. neutral – the tonic stress (focus) is usually placed on the last content word in the utterance 

b. emphatic 

c. contrastive - when we want to contrast/emphasize certain words – lexical / grammatical (That book is mine, not yours.)

3. Grammatical function

- fulfilling the place of the comma = by pause or indicated by the preceding tone-unit

- signaling the declarative/interrogative/imperative (statement + question + command)

a. declarative – using falling tone; when one part of the sentence is more important – use the fall-rise 

b. interrogative – mostly rising = Y/N + echo-Q ...= alternative (coffee or tea?) – rising-falling

WH-questions – falling tone (Who is it?)

tag-questions – certainty / uncertainty

c. imperative
4. Discourse function
= a continuous stretch of (especially spoken) language larger than a sentence 

- the most important) factor influencing the placement of the tonic stress in discourse is the information content of the words out of which the discourse is composed. 

- a situational context plays very important role 

Basic differences between English and Slovak

· Fall-rise and rise-fall are usually not found within one syllable in Slovak.

· Fall-rise is never used in Slovak questions. Rise-fall expressing surprise or big impression in E. doesn´t have the same function in S.

· Slovak sentences usually begin with a stressed syllable, because words in Slovak have stress placed on the first syllable. in E. often stay with one or more unstressed syllable, and this influences not only rhythm, but also intontion. That is why S. sentences often start with a high pitch which is placed on the stressed syllavble, unlike in E. , where the pitch of the initial unstressed syllables is usually low.
14. Language units (morphemes, words, phrases, clauses, sentences)

                 LANGUAGE UNITS - Discourse analysis


  (Discourse) = prehovor, text, rečový celok




F) Sentence

SYNTAX
E) Clauses    






      (vetné členy)



D) Clause elements →    S, V, Od , Oi, A, Co , Cs , Ap



C) Phrases               →     NP, VP, PP, AdvP, AdjP

                                                                                                    (new words still appear)



Open     → Noun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb

MORPHOLOGY
B) Words – word classes
                                                                            parts of speech


  Closed   → 
     articles




Closed    →    
articles


(fixed words)
demonstr.    

                                    (no new words are appearing)
pronouns



          prepositions   



conjunctions




interjections (citoslov.)




auxiliary verbs

LEXICOLOGY
A) Morphemes

   (the smallest units)

SENTENCE

        If I study English language, I will pass the exam.

CLAUSES

      - If I study English language -        

      - I will pass the exam - 

CLAUSE ELEMENTS

·  If -

·  I - 

·  study - 

·  English language - 

·  I - 

·  will pass - 

·  the exam -  

WORDS


- If - 


- I -


- study -


- English -


- language -


- I -


- will -


- pass -


- the –


- exam -

The units used in systemic grammar are sentence, clause, phrase, word, and morpheme. 
There is a hierarchical relation or rank existing amongst different units. The sentence, for example, belongs to the highest rank, the clause right below it, the phrase next to it and so on.

Morphology is the study of the combination of significant language units (morphemes) to form words; the classification of the character and functionality of such words:

· parts of speech: nouns, adjectives, adverbs, verbs, function words (prepositions, articles, conjunctions, pronouns, auxiliaries) 

· grammatical functions: case (subject, direct object, indirect object, etc.), number (singular, plural), person (first, second, third), tense (present, past, etc.), mood (indicative, subjunctive, etc.), etc. 

·  morphemes
MORPHEME

Morphemes are the smallest meaningful units in the grammar of a language. 
In linguistics, a morpheme is the smallest language unit that carries a semantic interpretation. Morphemes are, generally, a distinctive collocation of phonemes having no smaller meaningful members.

There are:

· free and bound morphemes 

· affixes

· base

· root

· stem 

A bound morpheme is a morpheme that only has meaning when linked to another morpheme. They only occur when attached to root morphemes. Prefixes and suffixes, as well as modifiers are bound morphemes. Common English bound morphemes include: -ing, -ed, -er, and pre-.

Bound morphemes come in two varieties, derivational and inflectional, the core difference between the two being that the addition of derivational morphemes creates new words while the addition of inflectional words merely changes word form.

a) Derivational morphemes
The signature quality of derivational morphemes is that they derive new words. In the following examples, derivational morphemes are added to produce new words which are derived from the parent word.

happy - happiness - unhappiness
b) Inflectional morphemes
Inflection (the process by which inflectional morphemes are attached to words) allows speakers to morphologically encode grammatical information. Inflection is limited to changing word form.

Examples for the morphological encoding of other grammatical categories are tense (past tense -ed as in walked), aspect (progressive aspect as in walking), case (genitive case as in Mike’s car) and person (third person -s as in Mike drives a Toyota).

You are likely to notice that

· overall, English grammar has fairly few inflections and 

· some inflectional endings can signify different things and more than one piece of grammatical information at once 

Morphemes that are not bound morphemes are free morphemes.

In linguistics, free morphemes are morphemes that can stand alone in the meaning, unlike bound morphemes. They and either tell us something about the world (free lexical morphemes) or play a role in grammar (free grammatical morphemes).

In the English sentence colorless green ideas sleep furiously, for example, color, green, idea, sleep and furious are all free morphemes, whereas -less, -s and -ly are all bound morphemes.

Affixes (prefix + suffix) are morphemes which are appended to the beginning (prefixes) or ending (suffixes) of a word to signify grammatical and other functions.

Infixes - affixes that occur in the middle of a word - are very rare in English, a well-known exception being expletive infixation. While in English suffixes can be either derivational or inflectional (teacher, slowly vs. apples, kicked), prefixes are always derivational (untie, recover, defrost).

The word "unbelievable" has three morphemes "un-", (negatory) a bound morpheme, "-believe-" a free morpheme, and "-able". "un-" is also a prefix, "-able" is a suffix. Both are affixes.

Finally, in order to make the segmentation of words into smaller parts a little clearer, we differentiate between the base, the stem and the root of a word in morphological terms.

base: reactions

stem: reaction (s)

root: (re) act (ion) (s)

The stem is the base with all inflectional suffixes removed.

The root is what remains after all affixes have been taken off. 

WORD

A word is a unit of language that carries meaning and consists of one or more morphemes which are linked more or less tightly together. Typically a word will consist of a root or stem and zero or more affixes. Words can be combined to create phrases, clauses and sentences. A word consisting of two or more stems joined together is called a compound.

The precise definition of what a word is depends on which language the definition is for, and the dividing line between words and phrases is not always clear. In most writing systems, a word is usually marked out in the text by interword separation such as spaces or word such. In other languages such as Chinese and Japanese, and in many ancient languages such as Sanskrit, word boundaries are not shown.

In English, many common words have historically progressed from being written as two separate words (e.g. to day) to hyphenated (to-day) to a single word (today), a process which is still ongoing, as in the common spelling of all right as alright.

In synthetic languages, a single word stem (for example, love) may have a number of different forms (for example, loves, loving, and loved). However, these are not usually considered to be different words, but different forms of the same word. In these languages, words may be considered to be constructed from a number of morphemes (such as love and -s).

In polysynthetic languages, the number of morphemes per word can become so large that the word performs the same grammatical role as a phrase or clause in less synthetic languages. These large-construction words are still single words, because they contain only one content word; the other morphemes are grammatical bound morphemes, which cannot stand alone.

Matters seem easier for analytic languages. For these languages, a word usually consists of only a root morpheme, which is often single-syllable. However, it is common even in those languages to combine roots into a compound stem.

According to the number of morphemes, words are divided into monomorphematic and polymorphematic words.

a) Monomorphematic words consists of a single free morpheme, which corresponds with taht words (water)

b) Polymorphematic words have two or more free or bound morphemes (goalkeeper)

The word-formaiton analysis is based on binary principle, which means that a word is always analysed into two parts. We can identify its word-formative base and word-formative elements.

a) Word-formative base is any form to which we add affixes

b) Word-formative elements are affixes

Words can be categorized into 4 types:

a) simple word - single lexical or functional morpheme (book)

b) derived word - consists of one word-formative base and at least one derivational affix (teacher)

c) compound word - has at least two word-formative bases (classroom)

d) compound derivative - compound with an affix (blue-eyed)

Grammatical categorization consists in denoting word classes = parts of speech and their specific features.

Word classes = nouns, pronouns, determiners, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, particles,    


             conjunctions and interjections 

Specific features = case, spect, tense, mood, voice, gender, number, definiteness and indefiniteness

There are 3 grammatical categories:

a) primary (parts of speech)

b) secondary (specific featuresof primary categories)

c) functional (traditional syntactic notions of subject, predicate, object,...)

PHRASE

1. sentences contain one or several
2. clauses contain one or several
3. phrases contain one or several
4. words contain one or several
5. morphemes
While some languages blur the boundaries between words and longer expressions to some extent due to their morphology, English allows a fairly clear segmentation into phrases, clauses and sentences. The structural relations of these units with one another fall into the domain of syntax. Just like morphology, syntax is not concerned with what a sentence means, in the sense of what it tells us about the world, but with the internal structure of units and their relations to one another. In other words, syntax asks which sentences are in accord with the grammatical rules imposed by a particular language and which aren’t.

Phrases
Phrases are higher units into which words can be organized. A phrase can be replaced with another expression (single word) fitting into the sentence structure. For example in a sentence we can replace “the students” by a single word “students”, without changing the basic syntactic structure of it. Since these two words are syntactically replaceable by one, they create a larger component - a phrase.

The length of the phrases is different. There are single-word phrases and multi-word phrases.
The simplest structures are used in everyday conversation, the most complex ones in academic writing.                                 The phrases can be also embedded within other phrases.

There exist 5 main types of phrases:

a) noun phrase

b) verb phrase

c) adjective phrase

d) adverb phrase

e) prepositional phrase

The noun phrase is a phrase with a noun as its head. The head can be preceded by a determiner and accompanied by modifiers. Head nouns can be followed by a postmodifier (qualifier or complement), mostly by that-clause or infinitive to-clause.

The verb phrase has a full verb as its head. The full verb can be used independently or can be preceded by auxiliary verbs defining the action or state denoted by the full verb. 

The main forms of the verb phrases are:

a) simple

b) perfect

c) progressive

d) perfect+progressive

e) perfect+passive

f) progressive+passive

All of them can be combined with present and past tenses as well as with modals.

Adjective phrases consist of an adjective as a head. A modifier referring to the degree of the quality expressed by the adjective can precede or follow it. Adjective heads can be followed by a complement.

The adverb phrase is an adverb. The adverb head can have its modifiers which may precede or follow it.

Prepositional phrases usually consist of a preposition which is followed by a noun phrase. They have two main syntactic roles - either they function as adverbials or as modifiers following the noun.

CLAUSE

Looking beyond phrases, the next larger structural unit are clauses. A clause is generally defined as consisting of a referring expression and a predicate (or NP + VP), which makes it possible to use the terms clause and sentence synonymously when dealing with simple sentences.

The clause should be not confused with the phrase. A phrase is a group of words which is grammatically equivalent to a single word and which does not have its own subject and predicate.                                                                            A clause is a group of words with its own subject and predicate, if it is included in a larger sentence.

There are some clause elements:

· subject

· predicate (verb phrase)

· object (direct, indirect, prepositional)

· complement (subject complement and object complement) 

· adverbial (obligatory and optional adverbials )

CLAUSE TYPES

Clauses are principal structures of which sentences are composed. A clause is a unit structured around a verb phrase. It is a group of related words that contains a subject and a predicate, and it is a part of a sentence. 

We distinguish between:
1.) independent / main clause

2.) dependent clause

Independent = main clause

· not part of any larger structure

· it is the main idea of the sentence

· it is not dependent on another clause for meaning or context

· it contains a subject and predicate

· it is the grammatical core of a sentence

· it may contain embedded clause or be coordinated with clause on the same level into compound sentences by coordinating conjunctions 

· when a sentence has only a single clause tat clauses is always an independent clause 

· Jane studied hard for the test

An I.C. can be introduced by:

· the subject itself ( Jane studied hard for the test

· a conjunctive adverb ( Therefore, she failed
· a coordinating conjunction ( But the teacher gave her a difficult task
There are 7 basic types of  I.C. according to what clause elements it consist of, because in English we have a fixed word order with subject + verb.

1.) subject + verb (verb is intransitive) ( The girl cried.
2.) subject + verb + object direct (verb is monotransitive) ( Jane wrote a letter. 

3.) subject + verb + subject complement (verb is copular) ( Jane is pretty. 

4.) subject + verb + adverbial (verb is copular) ( John is in London.
5.) subject + verb + object indirect + object direct (verb is ditransitive) ( We gave him a nice present.
6.) subject + verb + object direct + object complement (verb is complex transitive) ( They found it difficult. 

7.) subject + verb + object direct + adverbial (verb is complex transitive) ( I took the book from the table.
Dependent clause

· it is embedded in a larger structure as a clause element or as a part of a phrase which realizes a clause element 

· it is usually introduced by a subordinating conjunction or relative pronoun
· it is the subordinate idea of the sentence

· it is dependent on another clause for its meaning and context 

· tt does not express a complete thought = it can not stand alone

· it is necessarily related to an independent clause that completes the meaning

· it has a subject and predicate but it functions as a part of speech 

· Jane was late for school because her car would not start. 


A D.C. can be introduced by:

· subordinating conjunctions  (after, while, because, if, although, as, since)
· a WH-wor (who, which, where, when, whose)

· the word THAT  

· by a non-finite verb (-ing, -ed, to-inf.)

· by inversion (Had I been there, …)
According to the syntactic function the D.C. can function as:

a) any clause element - S. Od, Oi, Cs, Co, A

b) part of the clause element
- modifier in NP


- complement prepositional 


- complement adjectival


- apposition 

According to their semantic function D.C. can be:

1.) nominal

2.) relative 

3.) adverbial 

NOMINAL CLAUSES

· they have similar function as noun phrases 

· they may function as: S, Od, Cs, Ca, Cp, appositive

· I didn’t ask her what she had done with the money. 

RELATIVE CLAUSES 

· subordinate clauses that modify a noun or pronoun 

· they function as post modifiers of noun phrases in independent clauses 

· they work like multi-word adjectives

· there can be restrictive R.C., non-restrictive R.C., non-finite R.C.

· most of them begin with the relative pronouns that, which, who, whom, whose

· His grandmother, who is eighty, likes to watch TV.  

ADVERBIAL CLAUSES 

· they function the same as the adverbial elements

· they modify the action, event or state expressed by the verb phrase in the independent clause 

· they modify the verb, adjective or adverb

· they answer on of four questions: how, when, where, why 

· they always begin with a subordinate conjunction 

· Jane won’t go with us beaus she is busy with her homework.  

Clauses classified according to the verb structure can be:

1.) finite

2.) non-finite 

3.) verbless 

FINITE CLAUSES

· contain a verb phrase which is marked for tense and modality

· a finite verb form is used

· Jane was so tired that she couldn’t keep her eyes open.

NON-FINITE CLAUSES

· the verb form does not express tense, person, number

· they are regularly dependent clauses

· ING ( Coming in for landing, the plane was contacted by the tower.
· ED ( Broken in many pieces, the vase was laying on the floor.

· TO- INF. ( I don’t want to go there by bus. 

· BARE INF. ( Rather than go there by bus, I’d prefer to take my car. 

VERBLESS CLAUSES

· there is no verb element and often also no subject

·  is possible to recover the missing BE and the subject from the context

· Though eighty this year, my grandmother is very active. 

SENTENCE

According to Bloomfield, the sentence is an independent linguistic form that is not included in any larger form.

According to Mathesius, it is an elementary speech utterance, through which the speaker reacts to some reality, and which in its formal character appears subjectively complete.

A sentence is a group of words expressing a complete thought. It is the largest unit described by grammar. Sentences are made up of one independent clause or more clauses combined with at least one independent and one or more dependent clauses. An independent clause may contain embedded clauses or be coordinated with clauses on the same level. 

Sentences can be divided according to 2 main criteria:

a) their function

b) their structure

From the functional point of view sentences are divided into: 
a. declarative - used for making statements 

b. interrogative - used for asking questions 

c. imperative - for giving orders, requests 

d. exclamatory - to utter exclamations

Based on how many and what type of clauses a sentence consists of, there can be:

1.) simple sentence - this is an independent clause standing alone with no other clause attached to it. It is a finite clause that stands alone. Simple sentences typically contain one subject and one finite verb = predicate. 
2.) multiple sentence -  consist of two or more clauses. They are 2 kinds - compound and complex. 

a) compound sentence - it contains of more that one independent clause but no subordinate clauses. The clauses are coordinated, they are usually joined by conjunctions AND, BUT, SO or some kind of punctuation. They are of equal importance. In compound sentences the constituent clauses are grammatically co-ordinate , non of the being dependent on the other but all being in sequence.
b) complex sentence - this is the sentence that consists of 2 or more clauses that are in a relationship of subordination or superordination. There is 1 main clause - this is the independent clause and at least one subordinate clause. The hierarchy of clauses plays here an important role. In complex sentences the main clause is modified by one or more subordinate clauses grammatically dependent upon it and usually introduced by a subordinate conjunction or by relative pronouns. While they always contain a referring expression and a predication, they often don’t make much sense on their own. Many textbook definitions therefore state that independent clauses represent ‘complete thoughts’, while dependent clauses do not.

c) complex-compound & compound-complex sentences - these are mad up of more than one main clause and at least one subordinate clause. It is the combining of a compound sentence with a complex sentence.
John likes pizza = simple sentence 
John likes pizza and Mary likes pasta = compound sentence 
John likes pizza because it tastes awesome = complex sentence 
ACTIVE & PASSIVE SENTENCES

Sentences, where the verb is transitive, can be either active or passive. 
In a typical clause in the active voice, the doer of the action is expressed as the subject of the clause. The thing most affected by this action is expressed as the (direct) object. 

In English, for most active clauses there is a corresponding passive clause, which has almost exactly the same meaning, but a different emphasis.

At clause level, changing from active to passive has the following results:

· the active subject becomes the passive agent

· the active object becomes the passive subject
· the preposition BY is inserted before the agent (optional)

15. Classification of English nouns. gender

Nouns (substantives) are words referring to concrete (book) or abstract (love) entities or functioning in sentences as the heads of noun phrases. 
→ There are definitions of nouns by:
· by meaning – the name of things, persons

· by form – some suffixes for nouns

· by function – a noun is a word-class that functions as a head of a noun phrase 

→ Classification on nouns  (viď TABUĽKA 1) :  

a) proper nouns (John)
b) common nouns (dog)
· countable (pen)


· uncountable = mass (milk)
· concrete (gold)
· abstract (dead)
The basic grammatical categories of nouns are gender, case and number. 

CLASSIFICATION OF NOUNS
  TABUĽKA 1






English nouns: gender.

Categories:

1. Personal (human)

a. male (boy = he = who)

b. female (girl = she = who)

c. dual (doctor/guest/friend = she/he = who)

d. common (baby/child/infant = he/she/it = neutre = who)

e. familiar animal male/female (dog – she/he = who)

2. Impersonal (nonanimate)

a. collective – the sex of the persons concerned is irrelevant (the committee which in BrE take plural and personal who – the audience who ...) 

b. genderless animals (weasel) 

The old English grammatical gender was replaced by natural gender, but in Modern English it is often morphologically unexpressed, that’s why some linguists deny the real existence of gender in English. 
Exceptions are, for instance, endings -ess (princess), - ette (majorette), etc.
Although morphologically unexpressed, some nouns are semantically motivated and considered feminine.

Feminine gender (she):

· names of countries (Slovakia)
· names of ships, even though named after male persons, are referred to by feminine pronouns

· smaller animals ca be personified and considered feminine as well (mouse and her hole) 

· moon = she (from Lat. luna).
Masculine gender (he):

· sun = he (Lat.) 

· personified death = he (German)

· bigger animals = he (eg. fox - he)

· the child, if unspecified = he 

Common gender applies to nouns like baby, infant, child, which, although representing male or female being, make gender so irrelevant that we can use the neuter pronoun “it”.
Neutre:

· a very small child = it

· dead body

· names denoting persons (teacher, pupil = he/she)

To point out the gender we can use compounds.

If we want to stress the female character of a person or animal we may use a female marker such as a lady doctor or cow-elephant.

Other instances of gender differentiation in English are boyfriend / girfirend, but sometimes, there is used a completely different lexeme to distinguish between the genders (bull / cow) .

Differences between Engl. and Sk.

- in Svk is determined by morphological paradigm (nouns declined according to paradigms: žena = feminine; dievča = neutre; hrdina = masculine) - formal gender – grammatical category (feminine, masculine, neuter)

- paradigms according to which other nouns are declined

- masculine subst. determined by feminine adjective (rather rare) usually signalling strong emotion (eg. hlupák - hlupaňa)

- in OE gender similarly as in Svk

- in Engl. natural gender (biological category)

- living beings = he/she (masculine, feminine)

- inanimate nouns, things = it (neutre)

If masculine substantives are used as feminine:

- in Svk special affixes (eg. učiteľ - učiteľka...)

- in Engl. such affixes rather rare (eg. actor - actress, prince - princess...)

Dual gender nouns:

- artist, enemy, cook... 

- author, poet 

16. English nouns: number
Nouns (substantives) are words referring to concrete (book) or abstract (love) entities or functioning in sentences as the heads of noun phrases. 
→ There are definitions of nouns by:
· by meaning – the name of things, persons

· by form – some suffixes for nouns

· by function – a noun is a word-class that functions as a head of a noun phrase 

→ Classification on nouns  (viď TABUĽKA 1) :  

c) proper nouns (John)
d) common nouns (dog)
· countable (pen)


· uncountable = mass (milk)
· concrete (gold)

· abstract (dead)

The basic grammatical categories of nouns are gender, case and number. 

The grammatical category of number requires that every countable noun form be understood grammatically as either singular of plural. Uncountable nouns cannot have a plural form (information).

Collectivity, formally expressed in some language by the singular, is expressed in English by the regular plural (stones). Though formally unexpressed, there is often semantic concord in number between English noun phrase and the verb phrase. Thus, for instance, the sentence „The team has won.“ is acceptable if the collective noun „team“ stands for many members of that team (like family, government). 

In order to express the plural, some nouns undergo a change inside their forms instead of using a plural ending 
(man / men). This king of plural is called mutation plural. 

A certain number of nouns, although being countable, use a ZERO-PLURAL which means they do not formally distinguish between singular and plural (sheep). Some units of weight, number have a zero plural when they are premodified by another quantative word. Many noun originating in Greek or Latin have remained the foreign inflection for plural (radius / radii, stratum / strata) but some ending in -s are in fact not plural (mathematics).

Zero plural:

- sheep (this sheep / these sheep)

- also used for animals/birds when they are viewed as prey (They shot two reindeer, though this is strictly forbidden.)

- nouns resistant to number contrast – are exclusively either sg. or pl. (meat / binoculars)

- units of weight, value, length when preceded by another quantitative word (John is nearly 6 foot tall.)

- sometimes zp. can be dialectal(She lives 5 mile from me.)

NUMBER

a. singular (sg.) = one; unmarked form

b. plural (pl.)  = more then 1 

c. dual (eg. both = 2)

PLURAL FORMATION:

1.) REGULAR PLURAL FORMATION

· -s, -es ending suffixes

· pronounciation [iz, z, s]
· spelling changes before [y] and [o]
· doubling of final consonants

· unusual plurals with acronyms or number (1990´s)
· titles

· abbreviations (pp. = pages, cc. = copies, ll. = lines)
2.) COMPOUND NOUNS – consisting by two or more words

· plural is in the first element (mothers in law)

· plural is in the final element 



→ head (washing machines)


→ no noun in the compound (forget-me-nots)
· both elements are nouns and both are in plural


→ usually using with man and woman  (women doctors / men doctors)
3.) COLLECTIVE NOUNS - they are singular but they denote more elements

→ family, class, team, band, parliament, nation , government 

→ they can be singular or plural depending on the meaning 


→ Singular – one team  /  Plural – every man in the team for himself 



Police is…  -  I mean the institution

Police are…   -  each policeman 

4.) VARIABLES   

· regular plurals

· irregular plurals 

5.) INVARIABLES   

· singular invariables

· plural invariables 

6.) FOREIGN PLURALS   

· -us ending: in pl. → -i- (locus – loci

· -us ending: in pl. → -a- /only in technical use/ (corpus – corpora)

· -a ending: in pl. -ae- (formula – formulae)

· -um ending: in pl. -a- (curriculum – curricula)

· -ex/ix ending: in pl. -ices- (index – indices)  

· -is ending: in pl. -es- pronounced as íz (analysis – analyses)

· -on ending: in pl. -a- (phenomenon – phenomena)

· -o ending: in pl. -i- (libretto)
· noun from French retain a Fr. pl. writing in French (zero)
· -pl. -im- in Hebrew words (kibbutz – kibbudzim)
· some pl. pronounced as reg. Engl. pl (bureau – bureaux)

Nouns resistant to number contrast

a. Ordinarily sg.:
- prop. nouns (London, Navratilova)

- non-count nouns; can be pl. when indicating intensification/emotion phenomenon (I must express my regrets ...)

- s ending (news):

(i) nouns in -ics such as acoustics, physics

(ii) names of diseases such as mumps, shingles

(iii) words for some games such as billiards, dominoes, fives

- collective nouns (team, government)

b. Ordinarily pl.:
- binary nouns = 2 (trousers, binoculars, scissors...)

- aggregate nouns = comprising indefinite number of parts (communications = means of communication; data is/are...)

c. Nouns that can be both sg. & pl.:

- nouns with zero article (sheep)

- quantitative nouns (dozen)

- nouns with equivocal number (data, barracks ...)

- collective nouns (crew, enemy)

17. English nouns: case
Nouns (substantives) are words referring to concrete (book) or abstract (love) entities or functioning in sentences as the heads of noun phrases. 
→ There are definitions of nouns by:
· by meaning – the name of things, persons

· by form – some suffixes for nouns

· by function – a noun is a word-class that functions as a head of a noun phrase 

→ Classification on nouns  (viď TABUĽKA 1) :  

e) proper nouns (John)
f) common nouns (dog)
· countable (pen)


· uncountable = mass (milk)
· concrete (gold)

· abstract (dead)
The basic grammatical categories of nouns are gender, case and number. 

From the morphological point of view, there are only two cases in Modern English:

a. the unmarked common case – usually a subject in a common sentence
b. the marked genitive case

The genitive is the only case that was preserved from Old English synthetic inflection (apostrophic endings  ´s comes from the Old English ending -es).

The genitive is not used with all nouns equally but tends to be associated with those of animate gender, especially with those having personal reference (the cat’s toy).

We can often choose between the inflectional genitive and the prepositional of-genitive constructions (the island’s inhabitants / the inhabitants of the island), but in other cases we do not have such a choice (father’s trousers). 

GENITIVE CASE

→ MEANING OF GENITIVE   
· possessive genitive (Mrs Johnson´s coat.)
· subjective genitive (Jane’s opinion)
· objective genitive (the family’s support)
· genitive of origin (Dickens´ room)
· descriptive genitive (children’s room)
· genitive of measure – temporal (three-week’s holiday)
· appositive genitive (the city of Bratislava)
· genitive of attribute (The victim’s outstanding courage.)
→ the grammatical status of the genitive    
     Genitives can function as:

b) determiners  (That old gentleman’s son)

c) modifiers  (They attend a women’s university)
d) independent genitive 
   - possible to omit the noun that follows he gen. when it is clear from the context (Jane’s was the only face that 

     I recognized = Jane’s face was the only...)

   - the of construction usually replaces the item (the wines of France are better than those /wines/ of California)

      - used when the unexpressed item refers to homes/businesses (She wouldn't miss St Martin's on Easter)
e) post-genitive / double-genitive (A sister of George’s is coming to stay with us.)
1.)  - ´S  GENITIVE
· we use -s genitive if it is about people 

· it is a possessive, an inflected case

· used with:


· personal names (Peter´s brother)
· personal nouns (student´s book)
· collective nouns – when we mean people  (government’s decision)
· higher animals (horse´s tail, dog´s food) - we can use “of” genitive when we speak general

· geographical names, institutional names – when we mean people
               London’s history – about people

                history of London – about buildings and institutions of  London 

· temporal nouns (three week’s holiday)

holiday of three weeks – “of” genitive

                   three-week holiday – no genitive – it is an adjective 

· some more nouns connected with human activity (my garden’s duties)
· following nouns – usually phrases: sake, edge (God´s sake)

2.)  “OF” GENITIVE 

· we use -of genitive when we mean non-living things 

· it builds a prepositional phrase 

· used with all inanimate nouns

· usually requires “the”  (the history of London)
3.) ZERO GENITIVE (´ )
· Singular = ´s   /   Plural =  s´
· used with:

· regular plurals (three weeks´)
· some names ending with  -s   (Dickens´ , James´ )
· foreign names

· fixed expressions  (goodness’ sake)
4.) GROUP GENITIVE
· long noun phrases

· used with: 

· “of” genitive - standard  (the life of …)
· ´s genitive - informal  ( my best student’s result)

5.) GENITIVE WITH ELLIPSES 

· when we use:

· syntactic  ( John’s  answer is better then Jane’s ) → there is not the “answer”

· fixed expressions – phrases  (at the butcher’s)
· the “place” of someone  (grandmother’s place)
· pro-forms = instead of forms – that / those  (Jane’s book is nicer then those.) 

6.) DOUBLE GENITIVE
· post-genitive (that wine of mine, the book of James´)
18. System of English determiners and pronouns. 
DETERMINER

A determiner is a word or affix that belongs to a class of noun modifiers that expresses the reference, including quantity, of a noun (all these houses). 
A determiner is a noun modifier that expresses the reference of a noun or noun phrase in the context, including quantity, rather than attributes expressed by adjectives. This word class, or part of speech, is defined in some languages, including English, though most English dictionaries still classify determiners under other parts of speech. Determiners usually include articles, and may include items like demonstratives, possessive determiners, quantifiers, and cardinal numbers, depending on the language.

In most Indo-European languages, determiners are either independent words or clitics that precede the rest of the noun phrase. In other languages, determiners are prefixed or suffixed to the noun, or even change the noun's form. For example, in Swedish bok "book", when definite, becomes boken "the book" (suffixed definite articles are common in Scandinavian languages).

The definite and indefinite articles plus a small set of other similar words (e.g. genitive pronouns) which qualify nouns or noun phrases can be grouped as determiners. Examples of determiners are this, that, my. An English noun phrase always contains at most one determiner; singular noun phrases generally require exactly one determiner. Semantically, they determine that a particular instance of the noun is being referred (back) to. For example, There's a man at the door -- the word a introduces a man into the conversation. Tell the man I'll come in a minute -- the word the refers back to the previously mentioned man.

Noun phrases in the genitive act as determiners. Thus in I saw the old lady's cat, the genitive noun phrase the old lady's can be replaced by the single word determiner her.

In some constructions, such as those which use the names of school subjects, a determiner is not used. This condition is called the "zero determiner" instance.

X-bar theory contends that every noun has a corresponding determiner. In a case where a noun does not have a pronounced determiner, X-bar theory hypothesizes the presence of a zero article.

English determiners
Determiners, in English, form a closed class of words that number (exclusive of cardinal numerals) about 50.                  Some of them can be used in other lexical categories, such as the pronoun what in What is good as opposed to the determiner what in what one is good.

The words some, one, and no are also used in ways that are demonstrative, not quantitative: "Roger Clemens is some ball player." "A diplomat who says 'no' is no diplomat."

It is debated whether numerals are determiners or not. For instance, the English numerals for 100 or larger need a determiner, such as "a hundred men." Similarly, while pronouns like my, your, etc. function as determiners in a noun phrase, many grammars do not make the distinction between class and function and so lump these in with determiners.

CENTRAL DETERMINERS ARE:

· articles (a, an, the)

· demonstrative pronouns (this, these, that, those)

· possessive pronouns (my, this)

· phrases (Janes´s book)

· “wh” determiners (which, whose, what)

· quantitative determiners (some, any, each, every, either, no)

→ IN ONE PHRASE THERE IS ONE CENTRAL DETERMINER - we can not multiple central determiners 

PREDETERMINERS ARE:

· words like all, both, half

             2 special words → what + such = they form phrases (what a nice girl, such a nice girl) 
· fractions = zlomky  (one third of the students)
· multipliers (twice a day)
POSTDETERMINERS ARE:

· NUMERALS 
– they are not considered to be world classes




– they are considered to pose as post determiners in noun phrases 
· ordinals = radové číslovky

b) ordinal numbers (the first, the second)

c) general ordinals (next, last, following, previous, proceding)
· quantifiers = základné čislovky 

a) cardinal numbers (one, two, three, four, five)

b) general cardinals
· closed-class quantifiers (many, few, little, much)

· open-class quantifiers ⇨   aa + ofa → a piece of

PRONOUNS
Pronouns typically stand for nouns or noun phrases. In linguistics and grammar, a pronoun is a pro-form that substitutes for a noun (including a noun phrase consisting of a single noun) with or without a determiner, such as you and they in English. The replaced phrase is the antecedent of the pronoun. A pronoun used for the item questioned in a question is called an interrogative pronoun, such as who.

· in English we have 7 cases, but grammatically the nouns have the 1. and the 2. case and pronouns have the 1., the 2. and the 4. case; all other cases are expressed by prefixes, prepositional phrases or by  the fixed word order

· pronouns are related to nouns

· the meaning might be different, given by context by grammatical rules 

CLASSIFICATION OF PRONOUNS

a) central - consisting of personal, reflexive and possessive
b) relative 

c) interrogative 

d) demonstrative 

e) indefinite - consisting of positive and negative 
1.) CENTRAL PRONOUNS 

a) Personal

· I, me, you, he, she, it, they, them, us, him, her

· they have gender and case distinction

· they have subjective case and objective case

· they can function in various phrases  pure me, lucky him 

· coordination of pronouns 


pragmatic rules how do we combine pronouns: 




1. he and she → “she” is allway on the second place




2. you and me → “me” is always the second 




3. Peter and I → I am the last one, I am polite




4. You and somebody → the person you address is always the first one




5. She and her brother 
→ pronouns + nouns or names





→ pronouns are always the first 

·  “IT” – used for inanimate nouns



– used for the whole clauses - can be replace by “it”



– “dummy it” = “prázdne it”  it’s raining, it’s snowing 



– “anticipatory it” = “predvídacie it” –grammatical function   It’s difficult to speak English 

b) Reflexive

· myself, yourself, themselves 

· they have a reflexive meaning

· used in phrases to emphasise something   I did it all by myself.  
· they have Singular and Plural forms

c) Possessive 

· my / mine,  you / yours,  their / theirs 

· they are considered to be genitive case

· they function as
–  a determiner (this is my book)



–  as an independent clause element (this book is mine)
2.) RELATIVE PRONOUNS

· which, that, who, whom, whose, Ө

· occur always in relative clauses = vzťažné vety
· for inanimate nouns we use which and that (whose)  – that is more frequently used
· for animate we use who and whom (whose) – who is more frequently use 
3.) INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS 

· who, what, whom, whose, which (opytovacie zámerná )

· for inanimate we use which – also for choosing from more possibilities 

· for animate we use who 
– objective case




 – of who = standard British English
· tendency to drop whom
4.) DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS
· this, those, these, that

· they function as 
– determiners - if it is followed by a noun   I don’t understand this sentence. 



– functional pronouns - if it stands alone   I don’t understand that. 

5.) INDEFINITE PRONOUNS 
· they have general meaning 

· they are non-specific

· most of them occurs in compounds

· they function as
– determiners


– pronouns
a) Personal

· universal – both, each, every

· assertive – several, some

· non-assertive – any, neither 

b) Negative – nobody, neither 
19. English nouns: definiteness (specific, generic, unique reference)
Definiteness is a grammatical feature playing an important role in respect to the category of nouns. In English, definiteness is normally expressed by using the definite article THE, if the idea represented by the noun is supposed to be known from the previous context or to be evident. 
There are also other means of expressing definiteness:

- the use of proper names (John)

- demonstrative pronouns (that)

- possessive pronouns (my)

- WH-determiners (which)

- the negative determiner (no)

Indefiniteness refers to the contextual novelty and aspect of individualization. It can be expressed 
by the indefinite article A, as well as by some pronouns (one, some).

If the definite and indefinite articles are used to refer to the whole genus of referents (a cow gives milk), 
they are said to have a generic function. 

RANGE OF REFERENCE 

	COUNT
	NON-COUNT

	                                             the (a) book

        the (some) book

        the book

        a book

        bookes

       personal names

       calendar items

      geographical names

       name in connection with     

        nouns
  (the Comenius University)

  (the Slovak Republic)
	   - the (some) ink

   - ink 



1.  SPECIFIC REFERENCE 

a) Indefinite article

- we use it:

· just with countable nouns and just in Singular 

· mentioned for the first time

· used in some fixed phrases (once a week, twice a mouth)
· in quantifiers (a lot of, a plenty of, half an hour) 

· unstressed meaning of one (one hundred ⇒ a hundred  / one son ⇒ a son)

· on a board (on a plane)

· in a small space (in a car)

b) Definite article

      - we use it: 

· already mentioned facts → anaphoric reference ( we talk about smt. what was mentioned before

·    when it is obvious which one I mean

      open the door, she is in the kitchen

      the daughter = just one / a daughter = more sisters 

·    unique items → only one exists

      the Internet, the President

·    grammatical structure
→ ordinal Plural – the first

→ superlatives – the best 

·    postmodified nouns → cataphoric reference ( when something will follow, when it is mentioned later 

                         → “of” constructions  (the development of chart)





             (the knowledge of linguistics) 

· relative clauses  (I asked the student who is sitting next to you) 
· infinitive verb phrase  (the student speaking)

· adverbial  (Could you pass me the book on the table?)
· apposition   (The student, John Brown, is not here.)

· to play the musical instrument (I play the piano)
c) Zero article         
            - we use it: 

· Quasi-locatives → expressions “to go” (to go to work, to go to school)
                                                   expressions “to be” (to be at home, to be at school)
· when we talk about something abstract, about the institution, not the people  
      (she is in prison = she is imprisoned) 

              BUT WE USE “THE” WHEN WE MEAN SOMETHING CONCRETE – THE BUILDING

she is in the prison = she is on a visit in it

· means of transport  (to travel by bus, by car)
· means of communication (send it by mail)
· seasons – usually they are without article 

                     just specific seasons (this, last, …) are with articles (it was the summer of 1999)

· time of the day – at, after, by, before (at sunset, by evening, by day, after dark, before dawn)

                       except: in the morning, in the evening, in the afternoon

· meals – breakfast, lunch, dinner (for lunch, to have breakfast, to have supper) 

· illnesses and medical terms are without articles when they bear a technical medical name
      (she has anaemia / cancer / diabetes / influenza / pneumonia / toothache)


     hiccups / measles / mumps → can be with “THE”

     EXCEPT: cold, flu, headache, fewer, temperature ( these are with “A”
· common prepositional phrases and complex prepositions (on foot, in step)
· binominal expressions used adverbially (hand in hand, step by step)
· opposites  (mother and father, boys and girls)

· sports  (to play tennis, to play football)

2.  GENERIC REFERENCE

A) COUNT NOUNS

· a tiger (any tiger)

· the tiger (one typical representative)

· tigers (most frequently used)

· limited grammar in generic reference

· “the…..of” constructions  (the students of university)
· “…..from” constructions  (students from Slovakia)
B) NON-COUNT NOUNS

· “I like….” constructions 
· milk, water, chocolate, tea

C) NATIONALITIES       the Slovaks are … /  Englishmen are …

D) ADJECTIVES AS A NOUN PHRASE HEAD

· the rich are… → whole class of rich people

· the evil is …

· the public is …
E) GENERAL SENSE

· very generally 

· the police, the countryside, the public

· the press, the media, the seaside 

3.  UNIQUE REFERENCE → all names, any kind of names 

→ Personal names:

· “zero” article 
– usual (Peter, George Bush)


– president + name (president Bush) → common nouns behave as proper nouns


– mother, father, sister → they behave as proper nouns 

                any common noun meaning proper nouns is without an article


             
– calendar items – days, months, seasons, Christmas, Easter

· “the” article – formally used (the Lady Di, the President) -----  “the” Jane Brown – stress it
· “a” article – “a” Jane Brown – some JB
→ Geographical names:
2.) if it is one name  ⇒ “zero” article (Slovakia, Bratislava)
3.) if the names are in Plural  ⇒ “the” article (the Bahamas, the High Tatras, the Netherlands)
4.) of constructions  ⇒ “the” article (the Isle of Man)
5.)  the name consist of more words and one is a common noun  ⇒ „the“ article (the Slovak Rep., the USA)

6.) names of institutions, streets  ⇒ might be broken (Comenius University) 

7.) rivers  ⇒ “the” article (the Danube)
8.) lakes  ⇒ “zero” article (Lake Windermere) 

9.) mountains  ⇒ “zero” article (Mount Everest) 

10.) mountain groups  ⇒ “the” article (the High Tatras, the Alps) 
20. English adjectives and adjective phrases
adjectives

There are no special forms of adjectives, but many of them can be identified by suffixes:

                Ө, -able, -ful, -less, -ish, -ous, -al, -ic, -y, -like, -less, -er, -est
Adjectives refer to:

- what somebody/sth is like

- they denote quality/description

- in Engl. they refer to a quality that applies to the given instance
- they denote not permanent quality (only at the given moment)

- the shift from permanent to momentary makes Engl. adj. close to the predicative finite verbs 

- they stand between N & adv.
- they occur in attributive + predicative functions (like N)

- they take part in comparison (like adv.)

Semantically, adjectives express qualities of the referred object.

Syntactically they function as predicates or attributes.

Characteristic features of the adjectives can be:
1.) attributive position (as modified head) = pre-noun position ( determiner + adjective + noun (an old man)
2.) predicative function (Cs, Co) = following the linking verb (  appear, feel, be, become 
3.) adjectives can be premodified by an intensifier -- the children are very happy 
4.) adjectives can function in a sentence as a postpositive - post head modifier 
· after indefinite pronouns ending in  -body, -thing, -one, -where (something, somebody, anyone, anwhere)

· in fixed expressions – usually names of positions at work 

· some adjectives that end with –able, –ible 

· some words that usually occurs in this position at the end
5.) adjectives can function as an adjectable complement - post modified (in prepositional phrases, clauses)
6.) some adjectives can have comparative and superlative forms – e.g. colours are disputable 
7.) some present participles (_-ing forms_) and past participles (_-ed forms_) of verbs can be used as adjectives; they are used attributively/predicatively (she gave a welcoming cup of tea)
8.) adjectives can have the syntactic function as a head of a noun phrase
· they acquire generic reference, which means they refer to the whole class of given entities

· they do not inflect for number of for the genitive case
· they usually require a definite determiner
· typically used to refer to:

a) certain fairly well-established classes of persons – the brave
b) animate (plural + generic reference) – the rich
c) inanimate - superlatives (singular) –the best 
d) nationalities – those ending in -(i)sh (plural) –the British 

ADJECTIVES vs. ADVERBS

There is a regular difference between adjectives and adverbs marked by -LY suffix (cold / coldly).

In some cases the adjective and adverb have the same form without -LY. They are called homomorphs (late, fast).

There are some words with  –ly that can function both as adjectives and as adverbs
I caught an early train = adjective  / We finished early today = adverb

Sometimes there is also an –ly adverb form but with a different meaning, so adverbs can have both forms, but they have an other meaning (hard / hardly)
Sometimes there are 2 forms – one is either adjective or adverb and the other is an adverb with an –ly suffix

Take a deep breath = adjective / Breath deep = adverb / Breath deeply = adverb

ADJECTIVES vs. NOUNS    

Nouns commonly function as premodifiers of other nouns, but they do not share other characteristics of most adjectives:

e) there is no corresponding predicative function  (the bus station – NOT the station is bus)

f) they cannot be modified by very  ( NOT a very bus station)

g) they can not take comparison   (NOT a busser station)

h) there is an article contrast (the bus / a bus)

i) there is a number contrast (on bus / two busses)

j) there is a genitive inflection (the student’s essays)
k) there is a premodification by an adjective  (the young student)
CONVERSION 
– some items can be both adjectives and nouns


– they have the same form, but they are another word classes   


a) there are some adjectives that are in noun form  (He is a criminal. / This is the criminal record.)
b) there are some nouns that function as adjectives (school x school yard)
DISTINCTION – TYPES OF ADJECTIVES 

From the semantic point of view, adjectives re divided into:

a) stative

b) dynamic

Unlike dynamic adjectives (be happy), stative adjectives are never used with the progressive aspect or imperative.

Most adjectives in English are stative.Stative adjectives cannot be used with the progressive aspect or with the imperative.

Dynamic are that, that are susceptible to subjective measurement. They may be combined with continuous form or by the imperative.
1.) gradable

2.) nongradable

Normally, all dynamic as well as some stative adjectives are gradable. Gradability is manifested through comparison (happy-happier-happiest) or through modification by intensifiers (very tall, so beautiful, extremely useful).
Some adjectives are not gradable (dead).

(a) attributive-only adjectives (former, outright, chemical)

(b) nationality adjectives (English, Scottish, French) in their primary sense
(c) adjectives with an absolute meaning (alternative, average, equal, extra, hourly)

There are also:

a) central adjectives (core) = can occur in attributive + predicative function
(that old man / that man is old)

b) peripheral adjectives (marginal) = occur only in one of these



    - they can be either only attributive (an old friend of mine)


    - or they can be only predicative  
· most common referring to the health of an animate being

· he felt ill / poorly / well / unwell / faint 
· adj. which can take complementation (able to, afraid of) 
Adjectives can be also:

a) inherent

b) non-inherent 

The inherent adjective applies to the referent of the object directly ( a wooden cross = a cross made of wood

Ore the adjective has some type of metaphoric meaning ( a wooden actor = a bad actor  

ADJECTIVE PHRASE 
Adjective phrases consist of an adjective as head and a modifier referring to the degree of the quality expressed by the adjective can precede or follow it (incredibly beautiful / god enough). 

Adjective heads can be followed by a complement (difficult to explain).

ORDERING OF ADJECTIVES IN PREMODIFICATION             


In the premodification structure of the noun phrase, adjectives are places between the determiners and the head of the noun phrase 

1. precentral zone – after determiners – peripheral, nongradable, intensifying adj. (certain, sheer, slight)
2. central zone – central adjectives (hungry, ugly, funny, rich, empty, stupid)

3. postcentral zone – participles and coulour adjectives  (retired, sleeping, red, pink)
4. prehead zone  – denominal adj. denoting nationality and ethnics (Austrian, Midwestern) 

                               – denominal adj. with the meaning of “involving, relating to” (experimental, political)
There is an order like this: my opinion, size, shape, height, girth, material, the last is compound. 
21. English verbs and verb phrases 
(classification, finiteness, semantic and syntactic characteristics)
THE VERB

The verb is a word denoting processes or actions syntactically functioning as the predicate, a part of a sentence which represents what is said of the subject.

1. semantically = expresses the changeable aspects of a substantive

2. syntactically = a means of sentence predication

Verbs are along with nouns the most important pars of speech. 

The main grammatical categories of verbs are tense, aspect, mood and voice.
Verbs form two basic groups according to the semantic function - depends on context, on the meaning:

a) stative

b) dynamic
The stative ones (have, be, know) have stative senses and refer to states rather than to processes.

They can’t be used in continuous form.

They are:

· verbs of mind (think)
· verbs of emotion (like)
· verbs of the 5 senses (see, hear, taste, smell, touch)

· verbs of possession (to have)
· verbs of bodily sensation (feel sick)
The dynamic ones (write, speak, read) can be used with the progressive aspect or imperative mood. 

They are activity verbs, process verbs, some stative verbs with different meaning (to see).

They are:

a) dynamic durative verbs - taking place over a period of time 

· inanimate force (rain, work)
· animate agents (eat, sing)
· processes (grow)
· accomplishments (finish, read, write)

b) dynamic punctual verbs - with little or no duration 

· momentary verbs (jump, kick)
· transitional verbs (die, fall)
The verb HAVE can shift its sense from one category to another. 

The stance verbs are intermediates between stative and dynamic verbs (lie, live, sit, stand).

According to the syntactic function verbs determine which other clause element must be in a sentence:

a) copular verbs (look, stay)
b) transitive verbs ( always followed by one or more objects

· monotransitive - 1 object

· ditrasitive - 2 objects

· complex transitive - object + something else

c) intransitive verbs (it rains)
d) ergative verbs ( they have the same meaning and can be transitive or intransitive (to play)
Classification OF VERBS:

1. lexical or full (believe, follow)

2. primary - have, be, do 
3. modal auxiliary - may, might, can 

4. multi-word verbs - take place, look at 

5. idiomatic and semi-modal verbs - between auxiliary and full

6. whether they take/ or not an object - transitive, intransitive or copular 
Full verbs belong to the open class of words because their number can be enlarged by new members.
Primary and auxiliary verbs belong to the closed class of words because their membership is fixed. 

Verb forms:

Full verbs have 4 morphological forms: - base, - 's , - ing participle, - ed 

The number of these forms of irregular full verbs vary. 
Finite verbs make a contrast between present and past tenses. They occur in the imperative and present subjunctive moods. They use the third person -ES ending.

The non-finite forms are bare infinitive, to-infinitive, the progressive aspect, the present participle, the past participle, the passive voice and the participle clause.

Primary verbs BE, HAVE and DO can function as main verbs or auxiliary verbs. For example the verb BE can be a main verb, but it is auxiliary when its only function in the sentence is to express progressive aspect.

The use of modal auxiliaries can be either deontic (they express prohibition, obligation) or epistemic (they express possibility, necessity).

The modal auxiliaries indicate tense, modality or aspect of verbs.
The central modal auxiliaries CAN, MAY, SHALL, WILL, MUST, COULD, MIGHT, SHOULD, WOULD are used only with other main verbs. 

The marginal modal auxiliaries are USED TO, OUGHT TO, DARE, NEED. 

Two other categories of verbs which are intermediate between auxiliaries and full verbs are modal idioms and semi-auxiliaries. 

Modal idioms are a combination of auxiliary and infinitive or adverb (had better).

The semi-auxiliaries are verb idioms introduced by HAVE or BE (be able to). 

The verb phrase

- in English we have to think in phrases

- a verb phrase is a phrase consisting of one or more verbs 

- a verb phrase is a group of words with one dominant = head (verb)

- elements before the head = modifiers (pre + post-mod.) & after the head = qualifiers
- in 1 VP there is always just 1 full verb 

Types of the verb phrase:

a. finite – tense, mood, voice, number = independent
b. nonfinite – infinitive, gerund, participle = dependent (they do not accept modal auxiliaries)
c. simple – a VP consisting of 1 verb 
d. complex – consisting of 2 or more words = modal, perfect, progressive, passive form 
Contrasts expressed in the verb phrase:

- tense
- aspect
- mood (indicative, imperative, subjunctive)

- finiteness (finite/nonfinite)

- voice (active/passive)

- negation = by the use of operators 

- emphasis 

The verb forms take phrases: FINITE and NON-FINITE.

The verb forms have different functions in finite and non-finite verb phrase.

Finite are the -S form and the past form. Non-finite are the -ING participle and the -ED participle.

The base form (without and inflection) is sometimes finite or non-finite.

FINITE VERB PHRASES

· they occur in independent clauses

· the firs verb is finite = it is deciding the phrase

· they show basic grammatical categories
· they have mood (indicative, imperative, subjunctive)

· they have tense contrast = distinction between past and present

· there is person and number concord between the subject of the clause and the FVP

NON-FINITE VERB PHRASES

· the do not occur as the VP in independent clauses 

· they are the opposites of the FVP features 

· the TO-infinitive, ING-participle, ED-participle are the non-finite forms of the verbs

· in NFVP on of these verb forms is the firs or the only word 

RULES:

· in a FVP (which normally occurs in simple sentences) only the first verb is finite and the others are non-finite.

· in a NFVP all verbs are non-finite.

· the base form is F in the present tense in all persons and numbers except 3rd person Sg.

· the base form is F in the imperative and in the present subjunctive 

· the base form is NF in the bare infinitive and in the TO-infinitive 

· the -S form is F when the verb is in the 3rd person present tense

· the past form is F in the past tense

· the -ING participle is NF in the progressive aspect following BE and in -ING participle clauses

· the -ED participle is NF in the perfect aspect following HAVE

· the -ED participle is NF in -ED participle clauses

22. English primary and modal auxiliary verbs

THE VERB

The verb is a word denoting processes or actions syntactically functioning as the predicate, a part of a sentence which represents what is said of the subject.

1. semantically = expresses the changeable aspects of a substantive

2. syntactically = a means of sentence predication

Verbs are along with nouns the most important pars of speech. 

The main grammatical categories of verbs are tense, aspect, mood and voice.

Classification OF VERBS:
1. lexical or full (believe, follow)

2. primary - have, be, do 
3. modal auxiliary - may, might, can 

4. multi-word verbs - take place, look at 

5. idiomatic and semi-auxiliary verbs - between auxiliary and full

6. whether they take or not an object - transitive, intransitive or copular 
Full verbs belong to the open class of words because their number can be enlarged by new members.

Primary and auxiliary verbs belong to the closed class of words because their membership is fixed. 

PRIMARY AUXILIARY VERBS

Primary verbs BE, HAVE and DO can function as main verbs or auxiliary verbs. For example the verb BE can be a main verb, but it is auxiliary when its only function in the sentence is to express progressive aspect.

PAV help us to create various phrases = pomocné slovesá.

They are: TO BE, TO HAVE, TO DO.

They can be both auxiliary verbs and full verbs.

TO HAVE can be used:

as an auxiliary in perfect phrases or as an operator

as the semi-auxiliary verb HAVE GOT TO 

as the full verb (of possession, in the meanings of HAVE GOT)

as an empty have and in phrases.

TO DO can be used:

as and auxiliary 

as an operator (in interrogative, negative or negative imperative) or emphatic (in affirmative, imperative) 

as the full verb (in transitive meaning, phrases with gerund, fixed phrases)

as a pro-form used instead of something)

TO BE can be used:

as an auxiliary in progressive phrases and in passive

as a full verb (as linking verb or in fixed phrases but with a different meaning)

as the semi-auxiliary verb TO BE TO 
MODAL AUXILIARY VERBS

The use of modal auxiliaries can be either:

A) deontic (they express prohibition, obligation) 

B) epistemic (they express possibility, necessity).

The modal auxiliaries indicate tense, modality or aspect of verbs.

Modal auxiliaries can be:

b) central (CAN, MAY, MUST, WILL, SHALL)

c) marginal (NEED, DARE, USED TO, OUGHT TO)

d) semi-auxiliaries (BE ABLE TO, BE ABOUT TO, BE BOUNDED TO)

e) modal idioms (HAD BETTER, WOULD RATHER, HAVE GOT TO, BE TO)

CENTRAL AUXILIARIES 

· the have present, future and past meaning

· they have also their own meaning 

· we can use CAN, but also COULD, WOULD, MIGHT for past, future and present

The central modal auxiliaries CAN, MAY, SHALL, WILL, MUST, COULD, MIGHT, SHOULD, WOULD are used only with other main verbs. 

· SHALL or WILL retain their strong form, when standing at the beginning of the sentence. The rest of the AV may retain their strong form at the beginning of the sentence, although the weak form is more common

MARGINAL MODAL AUXILIARIES 

· DARE & NEED can be either MA with bare infinitive and without the inflected forms or they can be main verbs with to-infinitive and with inflected forms like -S, -IN and past

· the modal construction is restricted mainly to negative and interrogative sentences, the main construction can always be used and is more common.

MA ( They do no dare ask for more.

MAIN VERB ( Do they dare ask for more?

· USED TO always takes the to-infinitive. It occurs only in the past tense. It is used both as an auxiliary and as a main verb with the support of DO

· OUGHT TO has normally the to-infinitive, but the TO is optional in ellipses 
Grammatical features of marginal modal auxiliaries are:

· all take bare infinitive (present or past infinitive)

· they take no inflection (CAN without -S, -ED, -ING)

· they function as operators

· they may have different meaning in negation (MUST / NEEDN’T , MAY NOT)

· they have different scope of negation

· in a verb phrase the MA is always the first verb

· there may be combined more verbs in one verb phrase

· they take different forms in various phrases

· they have often different meanings (deontic and epistemic)

· some noun, adjectives, adverbs or verbs have similar meaning 
MODAL IDIOMS AND SEMI-AUXILIARIES 

Two other categories of verbs which are intermediate between auxiliaries and full verbs 
are modal idioms and semi-auxiliaries. 

Modal idioms are a combination of auxiliary and infinitive or adverb (had better).

The semi-auxiliaries are verb idioms introduced by HAVE or BE (be able to). 

23. English verbs: tense, aspect
THE VERB

The verb is a word denoting processes or actions syntactically functioning as the predicate, a part of a sentence which represents what is said of the subject.

1. semantically = expresses the changeable aspects of a substantive

2. syntactically = a means of sentence predication

Verbs are along with nouns the most important pars of speech. 

The main grammatical categories of verbs are tense, aspect, mood and voice.

TENSE

TIME
- not a grammatical category


- an objective reality (past + present + future) = philosophical category


- extra linguistic reality that must be expressed by grammatical category


- the speaker sets the limit what we mean by “now”


- it is subjective what is present, it is psychological subjective 


Have you done …? – connected with present (present perfect)


Did you do…? – connected with past 

TENSE
- gram. conception and classification of the objective reality (in different lang. expressed in a different way)

- is also very subjective in English grammar


- the aspect depends on speaker 
- in Engl. carried out by means of inflections (-ed/-ing)

- JUST PRESENT + PAST

- linguistically we talk about present tense and past tense because the tense is a term 

  meaning 1 morphological form (words with suffixes) used for expressing time 

- for future there are no morphological forms 

- there are various phrases to express the future morphological form

- practically the notion tense mean any grammatical verb phrase 

There are two main tenses in English - present and past (preterite).
Some linguists deny the existence of the future tense because, with its auxiliary WILL or SHALL, it has preserved a sort of modal character. 
Tense in Engl.:

*Basic: past + present (no future cause there is no inflection for it)

*Pre-tenses: 

present perfect = the pre-present (I have called...)

past perfect = the pre-preterite (I had called)

future perfect = pre-future (I will/shall have called)

- boundaries separating the three basic time spheres are not so strictly draw as in Svk 

- a periphrastic conjugation in most of verbs → the progressive (continuous) tenses by the side of simple tenses (I am 
  coming - I come) = stresses the topicality of action, the importance, urgency 
- continuous forms used almost in all tenses and moods, in active + passive voice as well

Expressing future by means of: 
- simple present/continuous

- will/shall

- be going to/be about to

ASPECT
The aspect have been developed in Slavonic languages.
- very subjective grammatical category, it is a psychological category

- it is a grammatical category that reflects the way in which the meaning of a full verb is viewed with respect to time

- how I as a speaker view the meaning with respect to time 

- it depends – it is subjective
Aspect is a verbal category reflecting the way in which the meaning of a verb is viewed with respect to time. 

There are recognized two fundamental aspect types - PERFECTIVE and PROGRESSIVE as well as their combination (PERFECTIVE PROGRESSIVE). All of them can be combined with present, past and future tenses.

In English, the aspect is often expressed by means of periphrastic constructions = the role of inflection is substituted by independent words (John burst into laughter)

In many cases, context plays an important role in revealing the aspectual character of the sentence. 

For example, the sentence I saw him may express perfectivity (uvidel som ho) or imperfectivity (videl som ho).
In Engl.:

1. perfect 

2. progressive - something was in progress for the certain time

It can be combined in the verb phrase:

present perfect  “has examined”

past perfect “had examined“

present progressive “is examining“

past progressive “was examining“

present perfect progressive “has been examining“

past perfect progressive “had been examining“

Here is important the division of verbs into:

a. stative (know, have)
b. stance (sit)

c. dynamic durative and dynamic punctual = taking place over the duration of time  (rain, watch, dance ...)

24. English verbs: VOICE AND mood
THE VERB

The verb is a word denoting processes or actions syntactically functioning as the predicate, a part of a sentence which represents what is said of the subject.

1. semantically = expresses the changeable aspects of a substantive

2. syntactically = a means of sentence predication

Verbs are along with nouns the most important pars of speech. 

The main grammatical categories of verbs are tense, aspect, mood and voice.

MOOD 
- the lingual expression of how the predicated action stands in relation to the objective reality

- there is analogy between case in nouns and mood in verbs
The number of moods and cases is small - formally. In English it varies according to whether we take into account only formal or functional criteria. 
THERE ARE THESE Types OF MOODS:

1.) indicative - has a declarative function = it describes some state of affairs (Peter works at home)

2.) imperative positive (do) and negative (don’t) - used to issue commands or to give instructions (Go home!)
3.) conditional - expresses hypotheses (If I had money, I would by a car)

4.) optative - expresses our wishes, to which the factual reality does not conform (I wish I had known it)
5.) subjunctive - used to refer to what the speaker is not sure about

In order to express the present subjunctive the base verb form is used (I insist that her read that book). 

The subjunctive mood of the verb BE is distinct from its indicative AM, IS and ARE forms. 

The past subjunctive formally exists only in the past form of BE (WERE). It differs from the past indicative only in the 1st and the 3rd persons singular. 

A special kind of subjunctive = formulaic, is used only in some more or less fixed expressions (Long live the Queen)

Uses 

= of the present subjunctive
a.) mandative subj. – requirement, demand, resolution; in BrE replaced by putative should 

b.) obtative subj. – used in certain set of expression (God save the Queen)
= of the past subjunctive 

· it’s hypothetical in meaning

· used in conditionals and subordinate clauses

· often used with wish / suppose (If I were a rich man, ...; just suppose ...)
Deutschbein introduced other moods in purely functional viewpoint:

· indicative = factive - action reflects factual reality - He is coming
· irrealis - action to which the factual reality does not conform - He would buy it if …
· optative - our wish to which f.r. should conform - I wish he had been here!

· voluntative - we want the addressed person to realize p.a. - Go & ask him! 

· adhortative - 1st + 3rd person - Let us go!

· expectative - action is expected to become realized in the future - He is sure to come

· dubitative - uncertainty to expected realization - I wonder whether he is here;

voice
Verbal voice is a grammatical category opposing verbs as active or passive.

The distinction between active and passive voice refers only to sentences with a transitive verb. 

In order to form a passive verb phrase, there is added the auxiliary BE followed by past participle.

At the clause level, the active subject becomes the passive agent and the active object becomes the passive subject.

For example the active sentence Peter stole my bicycle has its passive counterpart My bicycle was stole by Peter. 
Voice - distinction:

a. active
b. mid – verbs used in mid-voice are = ergative (water evaporates ...)

c. passive
- this distinction applies only to transitive verbs (take objects)

- determined by the sentence context → depends on which of the nouns in the sentence is selected to serve as S/O (The police want him – He's wanted by the police)

PASSIVE

be + ED-participle (kisses = been kissed)

Changes:

(a) The active subject, if retained, becomes the passive AGENT.

(b) The active object becomes the passive subject.

(c) The preposition “by” is inserted before the agent.

The butler murdered the detective. [ACTIVE]

The detective was murdered (by the butler). [PASSIVE]

Usage:

- when the agent is unknown or no important/clear from the context

- the speaker wants to avoid identification (My letter has not yet been answered.)

- in technical/scientifically written English writings
- to put emphasis on the agent of the action

- to avoid what would otherwise be a long active subject

- to retain the same subject throughout a long sentence

- in Engl. sentences the tendency to put new info. and long expressions at the end - using passive 

- verb + ing → I enjoyed taking children to the zoo. .. children being taken .. 

- prepositions placed always at the end (eg. She was told about.)

2 forms:

Active: I gave her a book. 

Passive - depends what we want to emphasize, personal construction is more preferable

a. She was given a book. (personal construction) 

b. The book was given to her. 

25. The sentence, classification, clause types 
clause elements, coordination
The units used in systemic grammar are sentence, clause, phrase, word, and morpheme. There is a hierarchical relation or rank existing amongst different units. The sentence, for example, belongs to the highest rank, the clause right below it, the phrase next to it and so on.

SENTENCE
According to Bloomfield, the sentence is an independent linguistic form that is not included in any larger form. According to Mathesius, it is an elementary speech utterance, through which the speaker reacts to some reality, and which in its formal character appears subjectively complete.
A sentence is a group of words expressing a complete thought. It is the largest unit described by grammar. Sentences are made up of one independent clause or more clauses combined with at least one independent and one or more dependent clauses. An independent clause may contain embedded clauses or be coordinated with clauses on the same level. 

CLASSIFICATION 
Sentences can be divided according to 2 main criteria:
a) their function

b) their structure

From the functional point of view sentences are divided into:

a. declarative - used for making statements 

b. interrogative - used for asking questions 

c. imperative - for giving orders, requests 

d. exclamatory - to utter exclamations

Based on how many and what type of clauses a sentence consists of, there can be:
1.) simple sentence - this is an independent clause standing alone with no other clause attached to it. It is a finite clause that stands alone. Simple sentences typically contain one subject and one finite verb = predicate. 
2.) multiple sentence -  consist of two or more clauses. They are 2 kinds - compound and complex. 

a) compound sentence - it contains of more that one independent clause but no subordinate clauses. The clauses are coordinated, they are usually joined by conjunctions AND, BUT, SO or some kind of punctuation. They are of equal importance. In compound sentences the constituent clauses are grammatically co-ordinate , non of the being dependent on the other but all being in sequence.
b) complex sentence - this is the sentence that consists of 2 or more clauses that are in a relationship of subordination or superordination. There is 1 main clause - this is the independent clause and at least one subordinate clause. The hierarchy of clauses plays here an important role. In complex sentences the main clause is modified by one or more subordinate clauses grammatically dependent upon it and usually introduced by a subordinate conjunction or by relative pronouns. While they always contain a referring expression and a predication, they often don’t make much sense on their own. Many textbook definitions therefore state that independent clauses represent ‘complete thoughts’, while dependent clauses do not.

c) complex-compound & compound-complex sentences - these are mad up of more than one main clause and at least one subordinate clause. It is the combining of a compound sentence with a complex sentence.
John likes pizza = simple sentence
John likes pizza and Mary likes pasta = compound sentence
John likes pizza because it tastes awesome = complex sentence
ACTIVE & PASSIVE SENTENCES
Sentences, where the verb is transitive, can be either active or passive. 
In a typical clause in the active voice, the doer of the action is expressed as the subject of the clause. The thing most affected by this action is expressed as the (direct) object. 

In English, for most active clauses there is a corresponding passive clause, which has almost exactly the same meaning, but a different emphasis.
At clause level, changing from active to passive has the following results:

· the active subject becomes the passive agent

· the active object becomes the passive subject
· the preposition BY is inserted before the agent (optional)

Sentences are composed of these units:

1.  morphemes
2.  phrase 

3. clauses
4. clause elements 

CLAUSE

Looking beyond phrases, the next larger structural unit are clauses. A clause is generally defined as consisting of a referring expression and a predicate (or NP + VP), which makes it possible to use the terms clause and sentence synonymously when dealing with simple sentences.

The clause should be not confused with the phrase. A phrase is a group of words which is grammatically equivalent to a single word and which does not have its own subject and predicate.                                                                            A clause is a group of words with its own subject and predicate, if it is included in a larger sentence.

There are some clause elements:

· subject

· predicate (verb phrase)

· object (direct, indirect, prepositional)

· complement (subject complement and object complement) 

· adverbial (obligatory and optional adverbials )

CLAUSE TYPES

Clauses are principal structures of which sentences are composed. A clause is a unit structured around a verb phrase. It is a group of related words that contains a subject and a predicate, and it is a part of a sentence. 

We distinguish between:
1.) independent / main clause

2.) dependent clause

Independent = main clause

· not part of any larger structure

· it is the main idea of the sentence

· it is not dependent on another clause for meaning or context

· it contains a subject and predicate

· it is the grammatical core of a sentence

· it may contain embedded clause or be coordinated with clause on the same level into compound sentences by coordinating conjunctions 

· when a sentence has only a single clause tat clauses is always an independent clause 

· Jane studied hard for the test

An I.C. can be introduced by:

· the subject itself ( Jane studied hard for the test

· a conjunctive adverb ( Therefore, she failed
· a coordinating conjunction ( But the teacher gave her a difficult task
There are 7 basic types of  I.C. according to what clause elements it consist of, because in English we have a fixed word order with subject + verb.

1.) subject + verb (verb is intransitive) ( The girl cried.
2.) subject + verb + object direct (verb is monotransitive) ( Jane wrote a letter. 

3.) subject + verb + subject complement (verb is copular) ( Jane is pretty. 

4.) subject + verb + adverbial (verb is copular) ( John is in London.
5.) subject + verb + object indirect + object direct (verb is ditransitive) ( We gave him a nice present.
6.) subject + verb + object direct + object complement (verb is complex transitive) ( They found it difficult. 

7.) subject + verb + object direct + adverbial (verb is complex transitive) ( I took the book from the table.
Dependent clause

· it is embedded in a larger structure as a clause element or as a part of a phrase which realizes a clause element 

· it is usually introduced by a subordinating conjunction or relative pronoun
· it is the subordinate idea of the sentence

· it is dependent on another clause for its meaning and context 

· tt does not express a complete thought = it can not stand alone

· it is necessarily related to an independent clause that completes the meaning

· it has a subject and predicate but it functions as a part of speech 

· Jane was late for school because her car would not start. 

A D.C. can be introduced by:

· subordinating conjunctions  (after, while, because, if, although, as, since)
· a WH-wor (who, which, where, when, whose)

· the word THAT  

· by a non-finite verb (-ing, -ed, to-inf.)

· by inversion (Had I been there, …)
According to the syntactic function the D.C. can function as:

· any clause element - S. Od, Oi, Cs, Co, A

· part of the clause element
- modifier in NP


- complement prepositional 


- complement adjectival


- apposition 

According to their semantic function D.C. can be:

1.) nominal

2.) relative 

3.) adverbial 

NOMINAL CLAUSES

· they have similar function as noun phrases 

· they may function as: S, Od, Cs, Ca, Cp, appositive

· I didn’t ask her what she had done with the money. 

RELATIVE CLAUSES 

· subordinate clauses that modify a noun or pronoun 

· they function as post modifiers of noun phrases in independent clauses 

· they work like multi-word adjectives

· there can be restrictive R.C., non-restrictive R.C., non-finite R.C.

· most of them begin with the relative pronouns that, which, who, whom, whose

· His grandmother, who is eighty, likes to watch TV.  

ADVERBIAL CLAUSES 

· they function the same as the adverbial elements

· they modify the action, event or state expressed by the verb phrase in the independent clause 

· they modify the verb, adjective or adverb

· they answer on of four questions: how, when, where, why 

· they always begin with a subordinate conjunction 

· Jane won’t go with us beaus she is busy with her homework.  

Clauses classified according to the verb structure can be:

1.) finite
2.) non-finite 

3.) verbless 

FINITE CLAUSES

· contain a verb phrase which is marked for tense and modality

· a finite verb form is used

· Jane was so tired that she couldn’t keep her eyes open.
NON-FINITE CLAUSES

· the verb form does not express tense, person, number

· they are regularly dependent clauses

· ING ( Coming in for landing, the plane was contacted by the tower.
· ED ( Broken in many pieces, the vase was laying on the floor.

· TO- INF. ( I don’t want to go there by bus. 

· BARE INF. ( Rather than go there by bus, I’d prefer to take my car. 

VERBLESS CLAUSES

· there is no verb element and often also no subject

·  is possible to recover the missing BE and the subject from the context

· Though eighty this year, my grandmother is very active. 
CLAUSE ELEMENTS
The verb in the verb phrase denotes an action or a state and is accompanied by one or more elements which denotes the participants involved in the action, state, the attendant circumstances, the attitude of the speaker to the message, the relationship of the clause to the surrounding structures ( all this constituents together with the verb prhase alre called clause elements. 

Clause elements are:

· subject

· verb phrase (predicate)

· object direct

· object indirect

· object prepositional 

· subject complement

· object complement

· adverbial

In order to express a complete thought, the simple sentence (or independent clause) is divided into two basic constituents: subject and predicate. 
Structurally, these two parts correspond to a nominal part (subject) and a part with a verbal nucleus (predicate). Together they express a proposition. 

SUBJECT

The subject of a clause is the element (person, place, thing, idea) of which something is predicated, and which MUST be present in English declarative and interrogative clauses. The subject is the element that is doing or being something. It is clearly identifiable constituent of a clause by asking Who? or What?. 

There can be:

a) simple subject - stripped off modifiers 

b) compound subject - consists of 2 or more connected subjects that have the same verb, connected by AND, OR
The subject can be realised by a wide variety of phrases and clauses:

· noun

· noun phrase

· pronoun

· adjective phrase

· adverbial phrase

· prepositional phrase

· existential “there”

· empty subject “it”

· finite clause

· non-finite clause 

PREDICATE

A predicate is the completer of a sentence; it typically follows the subject in declarative clauses. It is the verbal component of a clause which tells us whether the situation expressed by the clause is a state, an action or an event. It relates the speech event to other points in time (through tenses) and specifies whether the verbal process is visualised as on-going (by means of aspect). It can also specify the phases of the process, the speaker’s point of view or assessment of the situation (by means of modals) and offers the speaker a choice to organize the message (by means of active/passive voice).

The predicate can be broken down into a verb phrase and a number of complements (objects, complements, adverbials). 

There can be:

a) simple predicate - consists of only a verb, verb phrase or compound verb
b) compound predicate - consists of 2 or more predicates connected usually by AND

c) complete predicate - consist of the verb and all modifiers that receive the action of a TRANSITIVE VERB or complete its meaning 

OBJECT
A transitive verb requires an object. Some transitive verbs can have two objects - an indirect followed by a direct. 

Object direct

The direct object is typically a noun phrase which expresses the recipient, the patient or “undergoer” of the action, the person or thing most clearly affected by this action, or it names the result of the action. 
The direct object is the single object in a transitive clause, not preceded by a preposition and having no prepositional paraphrase. In clauses with two objects, it follows the indirect object. It can become a subject in a passive clause and represents a wide variety of semantic roles. 

The direct object can be realised by:

· noun phrase

· finite clause

· non-finite clause

· anticipatory “it” + finite//non-finite clause

· prepositional phrase (of time or place)

Object indirect

The indirect object refers to a person indirectly affected by the action described in the sentence. It identifies TO or FOR whom or what the action of the verb is performed. The person generally receives something or benefits from something. 
The indirect object is the clause constituent that immediately follows the verb phrase in clauses with two objects. Typically, indirect objects refer to humans or animals, and not to inanimate things. An indirect object can become a subject in a passive clause and have a prepositional paraphrase. It is associated with the recipient, beneficiary and affected roles.

The indirect object can be realised by:

· noun phrases 

· nominal relative clauses. 

Object prepositional 
Prepositional object is a less important type of object that is mediated by a preposition. It occurs with prepositional verbs, it is in the objective case of pronouns, it is normally placed after the verb phrase, it has a complement of the proposition that may correspond to the subject in equivalent passive constructions. 

The prepositional object is an object mediated by a preposition. The nominal element following the preposition can become subject in a passive clause. This distinguishes the prepositional object from other clause constituents which may be realised by prepositional phrases.  

The prepositional object can be realised by:

prepositional phrase 

noun phrases

nominal clauses (ING-clauses and WH-clauses)

COMPLEMENT

The term complement in a general sense means something that is necessary to complete a grammatical construction. At sentence level, the complement completes the sense of an utterance by telling us something about the subject or object. A complement is thus a part of the predicate of a certain kind of clause (complement is often used synonymously with “predicate phrase”) . It is a noun phrase or an adjective phrase that is related to the subject of object by a linking (copular) verb. 

Subject complement 

The subject complement completes the predication after a copular verb by specifying an attribute of the subject, its identity or a circumstance inherent to the predication. It cannot be made subject in a passive clause. 

The subject complement can be realised by:

· adjective phrases

· nounp phrases

· clauses

Object complement

The object complement completes the predication after a direct object with the same type of information as is provided by the subject complement. Te clause can passivise with the direct object, but not the complement, as subject. 

The object complement is realised by:

· adjective phrases

· noun phases

· clauses 

ADVERBIALS
Adverbials are optional elements in clause structure which can be added or omitted without affecting the grammaticality of the clause. They have a wider range of roles that the other clause elements which is reflected in their having a wide range of meanings, forms, position and grammatical functions. 

Adverbials usually tell us something extra about the action, happening, or state described by the rest of the sentence. There can be included several adverbials within a singles sentence. 

There are 3 main types of adverbials:

a) adjuncts = circumstance adverbials - provide non-inherent circumstantial information. 


- they answer questions like: Where? When? How? Why? To what extent? 

b) disjuncts = stance adverbials - provide an attitudinal comment by the speaker on the content of the clause

c) conjuncts = linking adverbials 
- these are not elements of the clause


- reflect how the speaker intends the semantic connections to be made 


  between on part of the discourse and another 

COORDINATION 

As mentioned before, an independent clause can be introduced by a coordinating conjunction. 

Coordination is a method for combining two or more independent clauses, not only to produce longer sentences but also to show the proper relationship between similar or related ideas.
We distinguish between:

c) syndetic coordination - the units are linked by coordinators

d) asyndetic coordination - no coordinators, unlinked 

e) polysyndetic coordination - coordination is repeated between each par of units 

SIMPLE AND COMPLEX COORDINATION 

The usual type of coordination is simple coordination. Here a single clause or clause constituent is linked to others that are parallel in meaning, function and form. The coordinated units are called conjoins and the resulting combination conjoint. 

Complex coordination is coordination in which the coordinated elements are combinations of units, rather tan single units. Here each conjoin consists of neighbouring elements and the conjoins are combined in final position in the clause 
COORDINATORS 

In English language there are several methods to express more ideas in the same sentence. Clauses can be linked to each other in different ways. The main types of structural linker are coordinators, subordinators, WH-words and there can also no link. 
Coordinators are also called coordinating conjunctions. They are similar as conjuncts, but they have a fixed position in the clause. They are used to connect single words, phrases independent clauses. 
For example: I went for holidays AND on my way I visited by grandmother. 

Coordinators link elements which have the same syntactic role. They link it on the same level. They link not subordinated but coordinated structures.
The main coordinators are:

AND - for similarity, addition ( It is getting windy and colder and rainy.
OR - for alternative ( You can have coffee or tea.

BUT - for contrast ( I like arts, but I don’t like sports. 

YET - for contrast ( Jane spoke very quiet, yet we understood her.  

FOR - for cause, reason ( Jane couldn’t go to school, for she was ill. 

SO - for result ( Jane has been a good student, so she went to the university.
NOR - for choice, alternative ( You don’t have to stay home, or do you have to study today. 

Sometimes the coordination is more emphatic with the addition of an endorsing item (both, either, neither, not only) before the first structure and the coordinator (and, or, nor, but). These 2-part conjunctions are called correlatives and they stress the meaning of addition, alternation or contrast. 
The main correlatives are:

EITHER-OR - for choice, alternative ( I will either come or call you.

BOTH-AND - for additive meaning ( Both Jane and John are sick today.
NEITHER-NOR - for exclusion ( Jane has neither arrived nor called me.
NOT ONLY- BUT ALSO - for dramatic effect ( Jane has not only a Mercedes, but also a BMW. 

26. Concord and negation in English sentences
CONCORD

The concord = it is an grammatical agreement where the subject and the verb phrase have to agree 
in person and number.

The SUBJECT-VERB CONCORD RULE tells us to use the 3rd person singular inflection (-s, -es) if the subject is a singular proper name, a singular common noun, a mass noun or a 3rd person singular pronoun.

For example: My brother works at home. 

The subject-verb concord is limited to the present tense, with the exception of the verb BE.

There is no subject-verb concord with the modal auxiliaries, non-finite verb forms or imperative clauses. 

There are different types of concord:

· GRAMMATICAL CONCORD

This is when grammatical forms say which form is to use (She goes there)

The verb is Sg. when the subject is expressed by:

· a clause

· a prepositional phrase (In the morning is when the sun rises)
· as an adverb (Yesterday is what we are talking aobut)

· or when the subject is a noun that takes irregular Sg. form (News is …)
· NOTIONAL CONCORD

This is not about the grammatical meaning, but about the meaning, about the semantics. 

Notional concord is agreement based on the idea of number rather than the presence of the grammatical marker. 

The choice of verb form may be determined by the meaning rather than the form of the subject. 

Government is doing something = grammatical concord

Government are doing something = notional concord

the noun has a singular form, but the meaning is plurals

it is not about the grammatical form, but the idea is important here

There can be these types of notional concord:
· Concord with names, title and quotations - Plural names, tittles and quotations take singular concord if the reference is to a single entity (a country, a newspaper, titles of books/films/plays)

Wales is a lovely place to visit = country

Great Expectations is a great book = title 

· Concord with measure expressions - Plural measure expressions take singular verb forms if the reference is to a single measure (amount, weight, length, time)

Twenty years is a long time to work at one place.

· Concord with collective nouns - Singular collective nouns allow either singular or plural concord depending on whether the focus is on the group as a whole or in the individuals making up the group 

Police is powerful = institution

My family are crazy = members of the family 

Usually most collective nouns are used with singular concord, about 10% in plural.

Most common collective nouns such as audience, board, committee, government, jury, public occur with singular concord.

Plural concord may be often found with staff.

Collective noun family and crew take both singular and plural concord.
· Concord with sports teams - Singular proper names denoting sports teams take plural concord especially in BrE
Manchester United have gained one point. 

· PROXIMITY CONCORD
The regular pattern of grammatical concord may be disturbed by proximity.

This is the tendency for the verb to agree with a noun or pronoun which is closer to the verb, but which is not the head of the subject noun phrase. In a longer sentence or a noun phrase it is more natural.


Our neighbour, as well as his friends, were having a party last night. 

Other types of concord are:

a) coordinated Subject - usually takes a plural form ( You an I are friends
b) the form EITHER-OR - singular when talking about 1 person ( Either Peter of John is here
c) the form NEITHER-NOR - plural when talking about 2 persons ( Neither Peter nor John are here
d) indefinite expressions - indefinite pronouns usually takes singular form ( somebody, anybody, everybody, nobody

e) concord between Subject and Subject Complement - combination of singular and plural ( Clever students in my class is my dream

f) concord between Object and Object Complement - plural ( I find my students are clever 

NEGATION

Negation is the way how we negate a sentence. 

Normally there is only one negative element in an English sentence. Two negative elements negate each other. 

A negative clause or sentence expresses the absence of some stat or the falsity of some proposition.

Negation is most commonly expressed by NOT after the operator or NO before it.

If there is no other operator - DO is used.

Focus of negation

The focus of negation is the way how we emphasize just one negative element from the sentence.

We might emphasize just 1 negative thing, for example:


I didn´t take John to swim in the pool today.


              we might say: 
- I didn’t take John ( but I took somebody else


- I didn’t take John to swim ( but I took him to basketball


- I didn’t take John to swim today ( but I took him yesterday


- I didn’t take John to swim in the pool today ( I didn’t take him at all 

Types of negation 

The sentence can be negated through:
· VERB NEGATION

· negating the finite or the non-finite verb in a dependent clause

· use of operator CAN / CAN´T

· if there is no operator we must add DO  DON´T

· often the use of contraction

I haven´t done it = standard

I have not done it = if we want to emphasize, we say it all

· WORDS NEGATIVE IN FORM AND MEANING 
· non-verbal negative items

· they make the whole clause in which they occur negative

· adverbs: never, nowhere

· pronouns: nobody, nothing, none

· determiner, no, neither 

· WORDS NEGATIVE IN MEANING BUT NOT IN FORM

· grammatically they behave as negative elements, but the form itself must not be negative

· words like: hardly, barely, rarely, seldom, a little, few, scarcely, not quite, only 

· we can’t use any other negative element with them (You can hardly do that)
· used in question tags (You can hardly do that, can you?)
· NON ASSERTIVE ITEMS

· they have to be adapted to the meaning in a given context

· words like: somebody (some-words), anybody (any-words), at all

· OTHER NEGATIVE WORDS

· they are negative semantically, but not grammatically

· they are negative in meaning

· words like: to refuse, to deny, unhappy
27. The complex sentence 
classification of subordinate (dependent) clauses, subordinators 

SENTENCE

According to Bloomfield, the sentence is an independent linguistic form that is not included in any larger form. According to Mathesius, it is an elementary speech utterance, through which the speaker reacts to some reality, and which in its formal character appears subjectively complete.

A sentence is a group of words expressing a complete thought. It is the largest unit described by grammar. Sentences are made up of one independent clause or more clauses combined with at least one independent and one or more dependent clauses. An independent clause may contain embedded clauses or be coordinated with clauses on the same level. 

CLASSIFICATION 
Sentences can be divided according to 2 main criteria:
· their function

· their structure

From the functional point of view sentences are divided into:

a. declarative - used for making statements 

b. interrogative - used for asking questions 

c. imperative - for giving orders, requests 

d. exclamatory - to utter exclamations

Based on how many and what type of clauses a sentence consists of, there can be:
1.) simple sentence - this is an independent clause standing alone with no other clause attached to it. It is a finite clause that stands alone. Simple sentences typically contain one subject and one finite verb = predicate.
2.) multiple sentence -  consist of two or more clauses. They are 2 kinds - compound and complex. 

a) compound sentence - it contains of more that one independent clause but no subordinate clauses. The clauses are coordinated, they are usually joined by conjunctions AND, BUT, SO or some kind of punctuation. They are of equal importance. In compound sentences the constituent clauses are grammatically co-ordinate , non of the being dependent on the other but all being in sequence.
b) complex sentence - this is the sentence that consists of 2 or more clauses that are in a relationship of subordination or superordination. There is 1 main clause - this is the independent clause and at least one subordinate clause. The hierarchy of clauses plays here an important role. In complex sentences the main clause is modified by one or more subordinate clauses grammatically dependent upon it and usually introduced by a subordinate conjunction or by relative pronouns. While they always contain a referring expression and a predication, they often don’t make much sense on their own. Many textbook definitions therefore state that independent clauses represent ‘complete thoughts’, while dependent clauses do not.

c) complex-compound & compound-complex sentences - these are mad up of more than one main clause and at least one subordinate clause. It is the combining of a compound sentence with a complex sentence.
John likes pizza = simple sentence
John likes pizza and Mary likes pasta = compound sentence
John likes pizza because it tastes awesome = complex sentence 
Sentences are composed of these units:

1.  morphemes
2.  phrase 

3. clauses
4. clause elements 

CLAUSE

Clauses are principal structures of which sentences are composed. A clause is a unit structured around a verb phrase. It is a group of related words that contains a subject and a predicate, and it is a part of a sentence. 

We distinguish between:
1.) independent / main clause

2.) dependent clause

Dependent clause

· it is embedded in a larger structure as a clause element or as a part of a phrase which realizes a clause element 

· it is usually introduced by a subordinating conjunction or relative pronoun
· it is the subordinate idea of the sentence

· it is dependent on another clause for its meaning and context 

· tt does not express a complete thought = it can not stand alone

· it is necessarily related to an independent clause that completes the meaning

· it has a subject and predicate but it functions as a part of speech 

· Jane was late for school because her car would not start. 

A D.C. can be introduced by:

1. subordinating conjunctions  (after, while, because, if, although, as, since)
2. a WH-wor (who, which, where, when, whose)

3. the word THAT  

4. by a non-finite verb (-ing, -ed, to-inf.)

5. by inversion (Had I been there, …)
According to the syntactic function the D.C. can function as:

a) any clause element - S. Od, Oi, Cs, Co, A

b) part of the clause element  
- modifier in NP


- complement prepositional 


- complement adjectival


- apposition 

According to their semantic function D.C. can be:

1.nominal

2.relative 

3.adverbial 

NOMINAL CLAUSES

· they have similar function as noun phrases 
· they may function as: 
· subject

· object direct

· subject complement

· adjective complement

· prepositional complement

· apposition

· I didn’t ask her what she had done with the money. 

RELATIVE CLAUSES 

· subordinate clauses that modify a noun or pronoun 

· they function as post modifiers of noun phrases in independent clauses 

· they work like multi-word adjectives

· most of them begin with the relative pronouns (which, who, whose, whom, that) or relative adverbs (why, when, where) 
· there can be:
· restrictive R.C. = defining
- use of relative pronouns without commas  


- the head can be viewed as a member of a class which can be 

     linguistically identified only through the modification that has been   

     supplied (restrictive) 


- they give us essential information


- I met his brother who lives in NY
· non-restrictive R.C. = non-defining
- use of relative pronouns with commas



- the head can be viewed as a member of a class which can 
                                                                      be independently identified



- they add a further, additional information



- I met his only brother, who lives in NY

· non-finite R.C. 
- they are reduction of R.C.

- they are used to express the same meaning as the finite forms through -ING 

                                  participle clauses, -ED participle clauses, TO-infinitive clauses

ADVERBIAL CLAUSES 

· they function the same as the adverbial elements

· they modify the action, event or state expressed by the verb phrase in the independent clause 

· they modify the verb, adjective or adverb

· they answer on of four questions: how, when, where, why 

· they always begin with a subordinate conjunction 
· there can be:
· A.C. of place

· A.C. of time

· A.C. of clause and reason

· A.C. of purpose

· A.C. of result or consequence

· A.C. of consition 

· A.C. or contrast

· A.C. of comparison  

· Jane won’t go with us beaus she is busy with her homework.  

SUBORDINATORS

As mentioned before, a dependent clause can be introduced by subordinating conjunctions like: after, while, because, if, although, as, since.
While coordination is a way of linking phrases and clauses of equal importance, by means of subordination we join clauses of unequal status, not on the same level, where the main clause is superordinate to the subordinate clause, which depends on the main clause for meaning. 

Subordination allows the speaker to express a larger variety of relationships between ideas or facts, as well as to show these relationships more clearly and specifically.

Clauses linked by subordination from complex sentences. 

Subordination is generally marked by a signal in the subordinate clause. The signal may be of various kinds:

· subordinating conjunction ( They went swimming although it was cold
· WH-element ( Jane has forgotten what she wanted to ask

· THAT ( I didn’t notice that she was there
· inversion ( Had I know he would be there, I wouldn’t have come

· absence o a finite verb ( Not knowing what to do, Jane started to cry 

SUBORDINATORS 
Subordinators are the most important formal device of subordination, particularly for finite clauses. 
A subordinating conjunction comes at the beginning of a dependent clause and establishes the relationship between the dependent clause and the rest of the sentence.

It also turns the clause into something that depends of the rest of the sentence for its meaning.

Subordinators have a purely syntactic role.

There are 3 main classes of subordinators according to what type of clauses they introduce:

1.) subordinators introducing adverbial clauses - after, as, because, if, since, although

2.) subordinators introducing degree clauses - as, than, that
3.) subordinators introducing nominal clauses - if, that, whether 
Formally, subordinating conjunction can be: 
a) simple - consist of a single word (as, because)
b) complex - are multi-word units, most of which end in AS or THAT ( as soon as, in order that)
c) correlative - have a special relationship to a form in the independent clause. The subordinator and the form 

                          correlates to express the relationship between clauses (as…so, while…yet, since…then)
28. WORD ORDER IN ENGLISH

VARIATIONS Of WORD ORDER IN ENGLISH 
WORD ORDER

As the English language is an analytic type of language, we can describe the grammatical categories just according to the place which the word takes in the sentence.  
In English there is a fixed word order = SV(O) - where the Subject precedes the Verb and the objects follows the verb.

This is because of in English language there are no inflections, no suffixes that would tell us which word is what.

So it is important if we say Peter killed Paul or Paul killed Peter ( the word order changes the meaning.

In English there are some obligatory clause elements (Subject, Verb, Object) and some optional clause elements (like for example Adverbials).
So there are some fixed clause types according to what elements an independent clause consists of.

We distinguish 7 basic clause types. 

They differ according to whether one or more clause elements are obligatory present in addition to the subject and verb.

The occurrence of other major clause elements beneath the subject and the verb is determined by the potential of the individual verb - transitive, intransitive, copular. 
1.) subject + verb (verb is intransitive) ( The girl cried.
2.) subject + verb + object direct (verb is monotransitive) ( Jane wrote a letter. 

3.) subject + verb + subject complement (verb is copular) ( Jane is pretty. 

4.) subject + verb + adverbial (verb is copular) ( John is in London.
5.) subject + verb + object indirect + object direct (verb is ditransitive) ( We gave him a nice present.
6.) subject + verb + object direct + object complement (verb is complex transitive) ( They found it difficult. 

7.) subject + verb + object direct + adverbial (verb is complex transitive) ( I took the book from the table.
VARIATIONS OF WORD ORDER

But even though the English language has a fixed word order, but there are some excepts of this.
In addition to the clause patterns, there are variations depending upon a range of structural, semantic, pragmatic 
and textual factors.

The grammar of English allows us a set of options for reordering the information in our message in order to achieve COMMUNICATIVE DYNAMISM. 

The principal types of ORDER VARIATIONS are:
1.) INVERSION - the change of subject and verb 
a) in questions, interrogative clauses

b) after linking forms SO, NOR, NEITHER

c) in opening time adverbials THEN, AGAIN, FIRST, NEXT, NOW

d) in use of indirect speech - mainly in quotation in news

e) negative element fronted (Never did I go there)
f) hypothetical conditional (Had I been there)
2.) FRONTING - OF ELEMENTS WHICH ARE NORMALLY IN POST-VERBAL POSITION 
a) fronted objects

b) fronted -ING, -ED predicates

c) fronting in exclamation (How clever you are!) 

3.) POSTPONEMENT OF OBJECTS AND OF ADVERBIAL PARTICLES OF PHRASAL VERBS

(Jane has repeatedly made clear her strong opposition to changing the rules)

4.) EXISTENTIAL “THERE” - TO INTRODUCE NEW INFORMATION 

(There is a stranger standing in front of the house)
5.) CLEFTING - A CLAUSE CAN BE DIVIDED INTO 2 PARTS, EACH WITH ITS OWN VERB
(It was his dog that ate the cake)

6.) FORMULAIC CLAUSES WITH SUBJUNCTIVE VERB FORMS AND ARCHAIC VERB FORMS

(Long live the queen / So help me God)

7.) degree adverbs
(So greatly had he suffered)

8.) clauses opening with the auxiliary “may”

(May God forgive you)

9.) extra position - anticipatory “it” is used in the subject position 

(It’s raining) 

10.) ellipses - OMISSION OF ELEMENTS WHICH ARE RECOVERABLE FORM THE CONTEXT
(Sorry / Thank you)

11.) THE passive - RATHER A STRUCTURAL REORGANISATION THAN THAT OF ORDER 
(The window was broken)
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- no direct relation between referent and symbol


- if we want to define referent, we have to use a concept, item


- the relation is mediated by our thinking


- the symbol isn’t directly motivated by the referent











           





                                            determinants   	











Compound





		





there is no connection between the sign and the referent


there is an indirect relationship


it must be connected - mediated - through concept 





Simple





Complex





limits separating the 3 spheres are not so strictly draw as in Slovak 








         I.C.                 conjunction              D.C.





2. GENERIC


všeobecne 


o všetkých








RANGE OF REFERENCE





3. UNIQUE


o jednej osobe





1. SPECIFIC


viacerí špeciálni


z jednej skupiny





         I.C.                 conjunction              D.C.





         I.C.                 conjunction              D.C.














 PROPER


vlastné





COUNT





Measurements – meters, kilos, liters  





Pieces – a slice of, a chop of, a unit of,    	     a piece of, a loaf of





Containers – a bottle of, a box of, a cup of 





CONCRETE


milk, butter, gold





UNCOUNT


(mass)








QUANTIFIERS





ABSTRACT


music, passion


sadness, pain


laziness, time


relationships


love feelings





 BOTH














  COMMON


všeobecné





  NOUNS





CONCRETE – table, pig, bun, book, chair





ABSTRACT – dead, mind, difficulty, remark, dream, solution, idea





CONCRETE – paper-material, stones





Uncountable  





Countable 





ABSTRACT – work, clothes 
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